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English for Construction Personnel: Introductions 


Meeting Customers (Introductions) 


A handshake is a common form of greeting amongst British people. It is 
seen as customary when you are introduced to a new person. The usual 
formal greeting is a 'How do you do?’ or ‘How are you?’ and a handshake. 
‘How do you do?’ is a greeting and not a question and the correct response 
is to say ‘Fine, thank you’ and repeat ‘How do you do?’ or ‘And you?’ 'How 
are you?’ is a question and the most common and response is "I am fine 
thank you and you?" 'Cheers' is sometimes used instead of thank you. At 
the end of this lesson students should be able to greet customers, introduce 
themselves and their colleagues and ask basic information. Students should 
also be able to complete a simple form in English and have a basic 
knowledge of the ASEAN community. 


Getting started: Basic Vocabulary 


Hello. a3aH 

How are you? aMAaUIEA LAN 
Fine. HN AuAaureAa 

Fine, and you? auraA LAIMA 
What is your name? ama aavls 


My name is ........ WN AdUAA 


Warm up: Read the conversation and practice it with a partner 


In English we use the following greetings to start a conversation: Hello, Hi, 
Good morning, Good afternoon, Good evening. 


A: Hello my name's ..............::0cccccseees 
Be Pleo: ccsceceeterwtectenes TAY Tali @ Sia sal eiceedvsaustias 
A: How are you? 


B: I'm fine thank you. 
WH questions 


We can find out about people by using WH questions. 


Who's that? That’s ................. 
What's your name? My name is................. 
Where are you from? I come from................. 


How are you? I’m fine, thank you. 


Go around and ask five classmates their name and where they come 
from 


INT so a a IY oe Siphon emis 


Giving information: Statements with be 


I'm the carpenter 

You're the architect 

He's from Jones the Builders 

She's from Smith and Smith Architects 
We're carpenters 

They're from Jones the Builders 

I'm not a plumber. I'm a carpenter. 

He isn't from Smith and Smith Architects 
He's from Jones the builders. 


They aren't plumbers. They're carpenters. 


Fill in the gaps with the correct word 


COs TAY oh thostactneaaaenlmataees 1S JOMMS Vion veces a carpenter. This is my 
friend. H....'... a carpenter. We .............. carpenters. We aren’t plumbers. 


Now write a few words to introduce yourself 


© 000000 0 0 oo Ooo ee eer reer eee eE eee EEO EOE SOOO OE EO TOOTS ODEO HOE EE SESE EEO OOE EOE EE SEES OOOO OES OE SES ODE SOOOES 


Questions with be 


We can ask for information by using the verb to be. 


Are you a plumber? Yes, I’m a plumber. 
Is he a carpenter? No, he’s a plumber. 

Is she an architect? Yes, she’s an architect. 
Are you bricklayers? No we’re carpenters. 


Are they electricians? Yes, they’re electricians. 


Note how we shorten some of the words: she is (she’s), we are (we’re) and 
they are (they’re). 


Write your own questions and practice them with a partner 
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© 0000 o ooo eer eeeee reese rere ee DEE OE EE EE SOOO OOO TEE E ESE OE OE OEE ES EE SOHO EOE OE EEO EHEEDE EOE EE CES ODE OEOECS 


On-site language 


be 


I am a roofer. 

You are a plumber. 

It is break time. 

We are the owners. 

You all are the employees. 


They are the new employees. 


have 


I have a work permit. 

Do you have your work permit? 
Do you have your visa? 

She has a university degree. 

We have finished the paperwork. 


They have their work permits. 


do 


I do carpentry work. 

You do a good job. 

He does plumbing. 

This man does plastering. 
We do a good job. 

You all do a good job. 


They don't make doors and windows. 


Can 


Can I start tomorrow? 
Can you do bricklaying? 
Can he do plumbing? 
Can it be repaired? 

Can we finish early? 
Can you use this tool? 


Can they do plastering? 


Write some questions and answers using the above examples. 
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Matching exercise 


A: Where are you from? I'm fine thank you........... 
B: What is your name? I'm from Thailand........... 
C: How are you? I live in Bangkok............ 

D: Where do you live? I'm an architect........... 


E: What is your job? My name is.......... 


Filling in forms: Fill in the form with your own information 


First name: ...... 
Surname: ...... 
Place of birth: ...... 
Nationality: ...... 


Address: ...... 


How long at above address: ...... 
School/College/University: ...... 
Present job: ...... 

Married: Yes/No...... 

Date started learning construction: ...... 
Foreign languages spoken: ...... 
Interests/Hobbies: ...... 


SKUNS? sacec 


Asking questions 


1) What job do you do? I'm a plasterer. 
2) Where do you work? I work in Bangkok. 
3) What does he do? He's an apprentice. 


4) Where does he go to college? He goes to Bangkok College of 
Technology. 


Make your own questions and answers 


Put the conversation in the correct order 


1) I work in Hanoi. 2) I'm fine. 3) Where do you work? 4) Hello, How are 
you? 


Working in ASEAN: ASEAN nationalities 


Thailand is part of ASEAN. What do you know about ASEAN? 
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Working in ASEAN: Read and answer the questions 


Hello my name's Fred. I'm an electrician. I was born on November 11th in 
Hanoi, Vietnam. My father is a plasterer and my mother is a painter and 
decorator. I work and live in Bangkok, Thailand. 


1) Where was Fred born? 2) What is Fred's occupation? 3) When is Fred's 
birthday? 4) What is Fred's father's occupation? 5) Where does Fred work? 


Fill in the gaps using the words below. 
Hanoi Cambodian apartment site Cambodia wife 


Hello my name is Mr Peters. I'm from .................. I'm Cambodian. My 
MALO ANY 19 <5, 6 oecniencd rena d es eds I was born on the 7" July 1974. I live in 
ideale ladle l ties Stes Bite INVe Wt dil its; cerett oneness LE alied 
and have two children. I live with my ............eesseeeeeees I'm a carpenter. I 
work on a construction ................ I do carpentry but can also do joinery. 
I work in Hanoi, Vietnam. I enjoy my work. 


Read the text and discuss the questions. 


The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) is a political and 
economic organization made up of ten Southeast Asian countries. The 
organization was formed on 8 August 1967 by the countries of Indonesia, 
the Philippines, Singapore, Malaysia and Thailand. Brunei, Burma 
(Myanmar), Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam have also joined the 
organization. Approximately 600 million people live in ASEAN. This is 
approximately 9% of the world's population. People that live in the ASEAN 
region will be free to work in each other’s countries. This will allow more 
trained construction workers from places such as Myanmar and Cambodia 
to work in Thailand. The official language of ASEAN is English. 


1) Why is it important to learn English? 2) Is ASEAN good for Thai 
people? 


What do you know about ASEAN? Quick quiz: 


1) How many countries are there in ASEAN? 2) What is the biggest country 
in ASEAN? 3) What is the smallest country in ASEAN? 4) What is the 
capital of Cambodia? 5) What is the capital of Malaysia? 6) What is the 
capital of Indonesia? 7) What is the capital of Vietnam? 8) What is the 
capital of Myanmar? 


Pree rrcccvcccccccvccccccccccccccereeereceoceeoeee 
Pee rrcccvcccccccvccccccccccorccecceercceneeooeee 
Cece rr cccvcccccccvccccccerccesccenceereceneeoeeee 
Coc rrcccvcccccccvccccccercccecceceeereeenceeeeee 
Coe or cccvcccccccvcccccccccccreceoeecoeeeoeeeoele 
Pree rrcccccccvccccccccccccccccccecceereeeoeeeoeee 
Pee rrcccvcccccccvccccccccccorccereeercceoceooele 


Po errccccccccccccccccccccccreereecoeeeeceeeoeeees 


End of section review 


iy. oe is the most common form of greeting between British people. 
A) wai B) bow C) handshake D) nod 

2) How are you? I'm........ , thank you. 

A) fine B) John C) a carpenter D) English 

GO) aitetes the plumber. 


A) He B) She C) I'm D) I 


A) cis benss from Bangkok. 

A) He's B) He C) She D) I 

5) We........ electricians. 

A) our B) are C) we're D) name 

6) Where are you from? ........from Chiang Mai. 
A) He B) IC) She D) I'm 

Tce orcedes are from Myanmar. 

A) They're B) Their C) He D) They 

8) Good......... How are you? 

A) night B) morning C) name D) noon 
O)leanstees from Vietnam. 

A) born B) live C) come D) I'm 

10) I........born in Singapore. 


A) come B) was C) am D) were 


Good luck! 


English for Construction Personnel: Roles 


Roles in the Construction Industry 


Many different trades and occupations are involved in the process of constructing 
a building. The process of construction is usually managed by a project manager, 
and supervised and overseen by a construction manager, construction engineer, 
design engineer or architect. Those involved with the design and execution of a 
construction project must consider many different factors. For example, the 
environmental impact, budgeting, scheduling, site safety, availability and 
transportation of building materials, logistics and inconvenience to the public 
caused by construction delays. It is therefore very important that those working in 
the construction industry understand the role of each occupation. At the end of this 
section students should be able to identify the trades and occupations of those 
involved in the construction industry and identify their individual roles and duties. 


Getting started: Basic Vocabulary 


Architect aAIuaA 
Carpenter #710 Lai 
Plumber %19Ud#1l1 
Electrician #10 LWH1 
Bricklayer #1anaGIN 
Labourer At#ts007U 


Painter and decorator %130V1a 


Look up the following words. 


architect, carpenter, plumber, bricklayer, electrician, roofer, plasterer, labourer, 
painter and decorator, scaffolder, joiner, welder 


What’s the trade? Rearrange the letters to find the job 


1) nretcapre 2) reoinj 3) csafoldfre 4) pulmerb 5) naicirteelc 6) abkyilrecr 


cate plumber,.......architect,.......carpenter,........apprentice,........scaffolder, 


Where do you live? Practice the dialogue with a partner 


A: Where do you live? 


B: I'm from Hanoi in Vietnam but I live in Bangkok. 


A: Really? My brother lives in Bangkok. 
B: What does he do? 


A: He's a plumber. 


When you have finished, practice using different countries and trades. 
What do you do? 


Read the following text and answer the questions 


Good afternoon my name's Jack. I'm a plasterer. I do plastering. Good morning my 
name's Frank. I do carpentry. 


1) What does Frank do for work? 2) What is Jack's job? 


Match the occupation to the task: 


A: plasterer......bricklaying.......... 


B: plumber......plastering......... 


C: joiner......plumbing......... 


D: bricklayer......electrical installations.......... 


E: electrician......joinery......... 


What is the carpenter 
doing? 


Verbs: base form/infinitive 


John is a painter and decorator. He paints the wall. 
Paul is a bricklayer. He lays the bricks. 
Peter is a plasterer. He plasters the wall. 


Fred is a scaffolder. He erects the scaffold. 


Samuel is a carpenter. He cuts the timber. 


Look up any words that you don’t know in your dictionary and ask some 
questions to a partner. Example: What does a painter and decorator do? He paints 
the wall. 


Name the trade 


Match the following tradespeople to their description 


1) Painter and decorator 2) Plumber 3) Roof slater and tiler 4) Carpenter/joiner 


5) Bricklayer 6) Electrician 7) Plasterer 


..s++e... Works with bricks and mortar to build various types of walling. 
......... Works with timber and also metals and plastic items and ironmongery. 


..s++e... Works with cables and wires, metal and plastic fittings and installs electric 
systems. 


......... Works with wall paper, paint and fillers to decorate new or existing works. 


......... Works with plaster, cement mixes, plasterboard and expanded metal, to 
fine finish walls, ceilings. 


........ Works mainly with metals, plastics and ceramics. They install tanks, baths, 
showers, sinks, toilets, washbasins, rainwater goods, boilers, radiators and gas 
appliances. 


......... Works with felt, timber, metals, mortar and various types of slates and 
tiles. They cover new or existing pitched roofs. 


What do they do? 


Civil engineer is a person that works on various projects such as the construction, 
design and maintenance of roads, bridges, canals, dams, and buildings. Civil 
engineering is often divided into several different disciplines such as architectural 
engineering, structural engineering, environmental engineering, transportation 
engineering, water resources engineering, urban engineering, materials 
engineering, coastal engineering, surveying and construction engineering. 


1) Write some examples of the work that a civil engineer may do? 


Example: A civil engineer builds bridges. 


Suspension bridge. 


Roles in the construction industry 


Client: The client is the person who wants the building work done. 
Architect: The architect designs what the client wants and leads the building team. 


Quantity surveyor: The quantity surveyor works out how much the building is 
going to cost. 


Specialist engineer: The specialist engineer helps the architect. They prepare 
drawings and do calculations to make sure that the building is being built 
correctly. 


Clerk of works: A clerk of works, or site inspector, makes sure that work carried 
out and materials being used on a construction project meet quality and safety 
standards. 


Local authority: The local authority makes sure that the building does not break 
planning and building laws. 


Health and safety inspector: Checks that the builders follow health or safety rules 
and regulations. 


Building contractor: Works on the site and builds the building. 


Sub-contractor: Works on parts of the building that the main building contractor 
cannot do. For example, the sub-contractor may put in the windows, baths or do 
wall tiling. 


Suppliers: Provide the building materials for the trades. 


Using what you have learned in class and information from websites and text 
books, write down what each person does 


Architect 


Site clerk 


Introducing people: Review 


Ask another student for this information and introduce them to the class 


1) Do you work in construction? 
2) What construction job would you like? 


3) Why would you like to be............... ? 
Construction workers 


Read the text and answer the questions 


A construction or building worker is a person that works on a construction or 
building site. They work where structures such as houses, apartments and offices 
are being built. Construction workers use many different types of tools (such as 
trowels, hammers and chisels) and operate various types of machines and vehicles 
such as bulldozers and diggers. Working as a construction worker is often 
dangerous as a person could fall from a height, or have a heavy object fall onto 
them. Construction workers must therefore wear safety clothing, such as metal toe 
cap work-boots, plastic hard hats and goggles to protect their eyes. Many 
construction workers wear or yellow safety vests, so that they can be seen easily. 
It takes many different trades to build a building. Construction work is often 
difficult and hard work. 


Questions true or false: 


1) Construction workers make bulldozers and diggers. true/false 2) Construction 
work is fairly safe. true/false 3) It is a good idea to wear steel toe capped boots on 
a building site. true/false 4) A plastic hard hat can protect your eyes. true/false 5) 
It is easy to see a yellow coloured vest. true/false 6) Buildings can be constructed 
with a few trades. true/false 


Write about the following construction trades 


Bricklayers 


What do they work with? 


What do they build? 


How much do they earn? 


Bricklayers build 
walls. 


Painters 


What do they work with? 
What do they do? 
How much do they earn? 


Carpenters 


What do they work with? 
What do they do? 
How much do they earn? 


Plumbers 


What do they work with? 
What do they do? 


How much do they earn? 


Labourers 


What do they work with? 
What they do? 
How much they earn? 


Describing jobs 


It is important that construction workers can talk about themselves. 


Read the text and then discuss with your classmates 


Bill is a scaffolder from Singapore. He works on tall buildings. One of the 
buildings is fifty floors high. His job is very dangerous. Paul is an architect from 
Rangoon, Myanmar. He designs office buildings. His work is very interesting. 
Bob is an electrician from Brunei. His job is very difficult. Peter is a bricklayer 
from Laos. His job is very tiring. 


What job would you like? Why? 


Asking about jobs: Practice the conversation in pairs 


A: Are you an architect? 
B: Yes, I'm an architect. 
A: Do you like your job? 
B: Yes, I do. I love it! 

A: Are you a bricklayer? 
B: Yes, I'm a bricklayer. 
A: Do you like your job? 


B: Yes, I usually love my job but when it's cold I hate it. 


Simple present 


D0: VOUT KC. i, ices cesenzenaicenate ? Yes, I do. No, I don’t. 


Does Bob like................00.. ? Yes, he does. No, he doesn't. 


Do they Whe ssccssocisscavsesssses ? Yes, they do. No, they don’t. 


In groups practice asking your own questions 


What do you know? 


In pairs or small groups tell each other what you know about different 
construction trades 


Choose one of the following: Tell your partner or the rest of your group: 


roofers, bricklayers, electricians, plasterers, painters and decorators, scaffolders, 
joiners, stonemasons 


1) What they do? 2) Four different tools they need? 3) How much you think they 
get paid? 4) What protective clothing they need to wear? 5) Is it a good job? Why? 


Class survey: Ask your classmates what they think. 


Well Poorly 
Difficult Interesting Tiring Dangerous paid paid 


Well Poorly 
Difficult Interesting Tiring Dangerous paid paid 


Adverbs of frequency 


Jim is an electrician in Phonm Pehn, Cambodia. He works on a construction site in 
the city centre. He always works eight hours a day, five days a week. He 
sometimes works at the weekend. He never works at night but often works in the 
evenings. 

Never=0% 

Rarely=25% 

Sometimes=50% 

Often=75% 

Always=100% 


Write your own sentences 


Example: John is a carpenter he never works on Sunday. 


End of section review . 


1) What job do you do? I'm............... 
A) plumber B) Peter C) a plumber D) from Japan 
2) Where do you work? I work .............. 


A) at Bangkok B) in Hua Hin C) electrician D) hard 


Dy OM cosets 
A) bricklaying B) carpenter C) plumbers D) job.............. 
4) John ............... the wall. 


A) painting B) paints C) works D) bricks 

5) DRG architect sscatatec nena sense buildings. 

A) paints B) makes C) works D) designs 

6) Do you like your job? Yes, ..................000 my job. 
A) like B) likes C) I like D) I'm like 

7) Are you a plumber? Yes,................06. a plumber. 
A) 1B) he C) I'm D) you 

8) Carpenters work with.................66 

A) timber B) bricks C) brick D) paint 


9) Phimbers install sex occoscavs colesnonetest 


A) baths and sinks B) wood C) electric systems D) bath 
10) Bricklayers work with ................. 


A) timber B) bricks C) sinks D) paint 


Good luck! 


English for Construction Personnel: Measuring 


Weights and Measurements 


We can measure many things such as time, temperature, weight, speed and 
distance. A system of measurement is a set of units of measurement. This 
can be used to specify anything that can be measured. It is essential that 
those working in the construction industry can measure accurately. Accurate 
measurements ensure that the job is done correctly and mistakes are 
avoided. At the end of this section students should be able to identify the 
difference between imperial and metric measurements and be able to 
describe size and weight using technical terms. Students should also be able 
to read a plan and produce a quote using a basic specification. Students 
should be able to check prices using on-line sources. 


Getting Started: Basic Vocabulary 


Centimetre bwuUaltNos 


Milimetre NAALNHS 


Metre LNAS 


Kilogram Alana 


Heavy uiin 


Light bu 


Big tual 


Small ban 


Warm up: Match the number to the written form 


Ly ie TWENTY DWOrataaecundie tes 
2) 4.... three..............5 

5) GO.) FOUTEE 4 ciactesacaens 

A) TAs TOUT cA teeaieeues 

5) 22 ces LIV Ly SEVEN? ct -nieenaers% 


6)’ 37 ads TIEY MIN Caries covariances 


8) 59.... one hundred and six............... 


What is it? 


Look at the picture and answer the questions 


1) What is this? 2) Why do you use it? 3) When do you use it? 4) Is it 
important to know how to measure at work? 5) Who uses it? 


Coe errr rere eeere ere sreeeseeeeee ee eeeeeeeE eee Hee EEE EEE HEHEHE SESE EE HEHEHE DHHS E HEHEHE EEO ES 


eoecececee rere eee ce 


Coe errr rere eeereereereseeeeee es ee eeeeEeeEe EEF ETE EES EEE EH ETE HEHE HEHEHE HEHEHE HHO OEE EE HHO HOHE EEO EE 


eoececece rer eercece 


Tape measure. 


Metric and imperial 


1) Do you know any metric measurements? 

2) Do you know any imperial (non-metric) measurements? 

3) Which one is longer? A cm (centimetre) or mm (millimetre)? 
4) Which one is shorter? An inch or a cm? 

5) Which one is shorter? A yard or a mile 

6) Which one is longer? An inch or 20 mm 


7) Which one is shorter? A kilometre or a mile. 


Metric and imperial conversions 


Construction students should know both metric and imperial measurements. 


1 millimetre (mm)= 0.03937 in (inch) 

1 centimetre (cm), 10 mm=0.3937 in (inch) 
1 metre (m), 100 cm=1.0936 yd (yard) 

1 kilometre (km), 1000 m=0.6214 mile 

1 inch (in)=2.54 cm 

1 foot (ft) 12 in=0.3048 m 


1 yard (yd), 3 ft=0.9144 m 


1 mile, 1760 yd=1.6093 km 


Imperial measurements are divided as follows: % half, % quarter, 1/8 
eighth, 1/16 sixteenth, thirty second 1/32, 1/64 sixty fourth etc. 


Write your own sentences 


Example: One inch is equal to two point five four centimetres. 
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woccccccccce 
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woccccccccce 
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woccccccccce 
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woccccccccce 
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weccccccccce 
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weccccccccce 


© 0 0 0 000 0 0 oo moor eere ere seers eee eee EEE OOOOH TOES EO EEE O EEO EEOE EES EE OOOO TE OE TOO CES ODEO OEE EEE EE OEE OE EOE EES ESO EOEOOCS 


eeccccccccce 
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weccccccccce 


© 0 0 0 0 000 0 ooo ooo eer re ere eee eee esse eee ES CHEE OOOO TEES EHO E OE EOE EES EHEOHET EOE OE EES EOO OOOO EEOC EE EOE ODEO EEL EE OEE ELOOCS 


weccccccccce 


© 0 000 0 0 oo ooo eer re ere seers eee eee EEO SOOO OEE TEES EHO OO ETOH TEES ES EEO OT EOE TEESE SOOO OOOO EET EE EHO OOOO EOE EOE OE EDOOES 


woccccccccce 


Weights 


The bag of cement weighs 25 kg (kilograms) 
The bag of sand weighs 10 kg (kilograms) 
The brick weighs 1 kg (kilogram) 

Which one is the heaviest? 

Which one is the lightest? 


A car is heavy and a feather is light. The car is heavier than the feather. The 
feather is lighter than the car. 


Write your own sentences using the example above 
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wecccccccce 
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wecccccccce 
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wecccccccce 


Volume 


One cubic metre (m3) is one metre times one metre times one metre (1m x 
1m x 1m). 


One cubic metre is equal to one thousand litres (1). 
One litre is equal to one thousand cubic centimetres (cm?). 


One litre is equal to one thousand millilitres (ml) 


Write your own sentences using the examples above 


Example: three litres is equal to three thousand millilitres 


© 0 0000 0 ooo meer error reese eee eee eee EE EEO EO SOOO OT OE TEES EH OOOO TOES OSES SEDO TE OE TOE EE SEDO OE DESEO SEE EOE OOOO OES EE EEE EDOOES 


wecccccccce 
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wocccccccce 


Asking about size 


We usually measure, length, width, height, depth and thickness 


Width Height 


fo 


| Length | 


How to measure. 


Write the correct measurement in words in the gap 


What’s the measurement? 


The measurement i8..c..0.ccccec0cceccecceccnctacnces 


a | 


RMA AU ALO DU UE TE faa Lid [Lot ld) Lal 
mcr a3 2 3 a Ss Ss 


TihualuvtelevealuvardaceafoaralavarQvcttfeaeataratlacoeduonalsntienebsroa anendaccefanealaravlasnslarsalarailirvetovaltrotilinatialilinl 
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Pp LG UY AU CU AE CD tab ll! aT AAT ui 


Trurhnomlevealuardavalocradaartocnlereatuatdancelocalsrctinnelstatovrliscelooaltretceltnctvalitiatlttotslanitunlaliiil 


Now convert the measurements from metric to imperial or imperial to 
metric 


Approximating 


We can use the following statements for approximate measurements 


Approximately/ About/ Around/ More or less 


Between ... and... 


(Just) under/ Less than/ Up to — (Just) over/ More than 


(Almost) exactly... 


Almost... 


On average... 


I imagine/ estimate/ think... 


Use your own ideas and practice saying them with a partner 


Practice saying the following measurements in pairs 


What's the width? 

What's the length? 

What's the depth? 

Example: length=800mm x width=100mm x depth=50mm 

eight hundred millimetres by one hundred millimetres by fifty millimetres 
1) 300mm x 80mm x 40mm 

2) 450mm x 70mm x 20mm 

3) 900mm x 110mm x 35mm 

4) 629mm x 115mm x 27mm 


5) 543mm x 112mm x 59mm 


Asking about size 


What's the length? 


What's the width? 
What's the height? 
What's the depth? 


What’s the thickness? 


How long is it? 
How wide is it? 
How high is it? 
How deep is it? 


How thick is it? 


Which one is higher? 
Which one is wider? 
Which one is longer? 


Which one is deeper? 


Which one is highest? 
Which one is widest? 
Which one is longest? 


Which one is deepest? 


Which one is the biggest? 


Which one is the smallest? 


Go around the class measuring things and ask your partner the 
questions above 


Example: How long is it? The desk is two metres long 


Cece rece r reer erer ere eceeeeeereer ee eereeeer eee sees esrereeeeeeeeeeeerererereeerererereseeeeereeeeooce 


Reading the plan 


Fill in the two missing dimensions and write all the measurements in the 
written form 


8200 


4090 
5210 


All dimensions are in metres 


Floor plan. 


Example: 7320= seven metres three hundred and twenty 


Write the following measurements in the written form 


Nic cee ee mee eRe aT SOR P Ae CER EE MRE EERE 


0 ee ee Eee ee ne TERE Ce RORY OE ee eee ee eTe 


BTA Acasaerniea Sosnehctsa tind caeesih tata hist coerce aaa ce: 


Tall or high? 


We generally use tall for long thin things such as trees, people and 
buildings. We generally use high for things like mountains and walls. 


1) The wall is 3 metres......... 2) The building is ............ 3) The man 
IScc; ieee 


This rule can be quite confusing with buildings being called tall or high. 


Quick quiz: Answer the following questions 


1) How many inches in a foot? .................0000 

2) How many centimetres in a metre? ................c00008 

3) How many millimetres in a centimetre? ...................045 

4) How many millilitres in a litre? ...................0.. 

5) Add 3,754 bricks and 5,321 bricks...................++ 

6) Subtract 1,654 roof tiles from 3,876 roof tiles....................48 


7) You need to install 220 doors in 15 office buildings. How many doors 
WILL VOuUsIMStA? csc der deeshiwieeeds 


8) Divide 252 pieces of wood by 14 workers.................0000 


9) A floor tile measures 500mm x 500mm. The room measures 2.5m x 5m. 
How many floor tiles will I need? Allow 10% for waste. ...............0ee0ee 


10) Add these numbers: $45.90, $10.46, and $20.41. .................cee ee 


11) Add these numbers: $35.70, $11.56, and $30.43 and then minus 


Pricing the job 


1) What is the difference between a quote and an estimate? 


© 00000000 oe oom ree eee eer eee ee eee eee EO EES EOO OT OE TEES EHO EET EOE EE EOE S ODE E ESET OE EHO OOE OOOO TEESE EEE ODES EOE EO EEE EEOOES 
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wocrccccccccce 


© 000000 oo oereeereee rere ee eee eee EE EEE EE DOE EE TEE EHO OO EOE EE OEE OOH EE OEE OE EES EOE ET OE TEESE EEE OE OO EOE SESE EE OEOECS 


eeccccccccccce 


Measure the classroom and write a quote for a customer. The customer 
requires stone floor tiles, ceramic wall tiles, teak doors and teak skirting. 
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wocccccccccccce 


Stone floor tiles cost 500 baht per square metre. 


Ceramic floor tiles cost 200 baht per square metre. Granite wall tiles cost 
800 baht per square metre. 


Ceramic wall tiles cost 300 baht per square metre. Mahogany doors cost 
2500 baht. 


Teak doors cost 3000 baht. Locks cost 400 baht. Pine skirting costs 50 baht 
per metre. 


Teak skirting costs 100 baht per metre. 


What are the tallest buildings in your city? Draw and label 
them. 


‘A 
yy = 

eS 

| 


§ 
' 
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Now ask some questions about the picture. 


End of section review 


1) One litre is equal to .................000. millilitres (ml). 

A) one hundred B) one thousand C) one million D) one billion 
2) There are ...........cceeeeeees to one inch. 

A) 2.54cm B) 2.54mm C) 2cm D) 2.54m 

3) A centimetre is longer than a/an ............ 

A) inch B) foot C) metre D) millimetre 

4) A kilometre is shorter than a/an............... 

A) mile B) centimetre C) millimetre D) inch 


5) A foot is equal to............ 


A) one mile B) twelve yards C) twelve inches D) ten inches 
6) A quarter of an inch is approximately ............... 

A) six centimetres B) six feet C) six miles D) six millimetres 
7) The wall is three metres ...............06. 

A) shortest B) longest C) high D) tallest 

8) This one is the .................. 

A) shortest B) longer C) shorter D) short 

9) TIS OWGIS .ccoscisveesacdeeaned than that one 

A) short B) long C) shorter D) longest 

10) Which one is the...................6. # 


A) longest B) short C) long D) wide 


Good luck! 


English for Construction Personnel: Materials 1 


Buying Materials at the Builders Merchants 


Building or construction materials are materials that are used for the 
purpose of construction. Natural materials, such as clay, rocks, sand, and 
wood have been used over the course of time to construct buildings. Many 
man-made products are now also used for construction purposes. In many 
countries the manufacture of building materials is a large and established 
industry. Each different building material is used for a specific purpose such 
as Carpentry, plumbing, and roofing work. Building materials provide the 
make-up of structures such as houses, offices, department stores and 
apartment buildings. At the end of this section students should be able to 
buy materials at the builders merchants and ask about their availability. 
Students should also be able to use on-line sources to identify basic 
building materials and be able to write a basic e-mail. 


Getting Started: Basic Vocabulary 


Paint a 

Brick 4§ 

Timber baiuwusgu 
Cement YuUsAUH 
Water pipe @31 


Re-enforcing bar bManlay 


‘ Xx 
Floor tile ASvlLuAaN 


Warm up: Write a list of ten different building materials 


Cee errr eeeeerer eer eereee ere eee eresreeeer eres eeeereeeeeeeeeeeererererererereeeresererereeeeoooce 


Use the Web to help you. 


Modal verbs would, could, can and may 


Modal verbs can be used for requests or offers 


Requests 


I'd like three bags of sand, please. 
Can I have three bags of cement, please? 


Could I have four tins on paint, please? 


Offers 


Would you like any cement? 


Can I help you? 


May I help you? 


Would you like anything else? 


Q: Would you like building sand or rendering sand? 


A: I'd like one bag of building sand. 


Note: Building sand is used for laying bricks or blocks and rendering sand 
is used for plastering/rendering walls. 


Practice the dialogue with a partner 


Builders merchant: Hello, how may I help you? 


Customer: I would like three bags of cement, please. 


Builders merchant: Would you like three large (big) bags or three small 
bags? 


Customer: I'd like three small bags. Do you have any sand? 


Builders merchant: Yes, we do. Would you like rendering sand or building 
sand? 


Customer: Can I have fifteen bags of building sand, please? 
Builders merchant: Certainly sir, anything else? 

Customer: Yes, I'd also like two hundred bricks. 

Builders merchant: Okay, is that everything? 


Customer: Yes, thank you. 


Think of your own questions: 


Ce eee errr eeereere reese eeer eee eee eeeeer eee reese seeeeeeeeeeEeeeeeeeee eee oo ooo Eo EEE Oooo OOo ECO OOS 


eoecccce eos 


Ce ee eer eeeeesrerereeeeeeereeeeeeceeeer ese reer eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeererereroeeeeeeeeererereeeoooe 


Cee errr rere ereer eee eeeeeeer eee eee eeeeer eee sees eseeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeerereeeeeeeresererereeeeeooe 


eoecccee eos 


What is it? 


Write your own dialogue 


Using does, doesn’t, do and don’t 


Certainly sir is a polite way of saying yes to the customer. 


Do you have.............:c00+ ? 

Yes, we do. 

No, we don't (do not). 

Does the builder’s merchant sell paint? 

Yes, the builder’s merchant sells paint. 

No, the builder’s merchant doesn't sell paint. 
Does the builder’s merchant have any cement? 
Yes, the builder’s merchant has cement. 

No, the builder’s merchant doesn't have cement. 
Do you sell bags of cement? 

Yes, we sell bags of cement. 

No, we don’t sell bags of cement. 

Do you sell bags of lime? 

Yes, we sell bags of lime. 


No, we don’t sell bags of lime. 


Write your own questions and ask them to a partner 


Cece reer ereeerer ere eree ee eeer ee eeereeeeeer ee eee eseesreeeeeeeeeeerererererererererereeeerereeeeooc® 


Cee errr eeeeere reer eesreeeereeeeeresreeeer esos eeeeeeeeeeerereeeeeeerererereeeeeeerererereeeeooe 


eee cecccccce 


eo ecccccccce 


Fill in the blanks using need and needs 


I, they, we, you need / She, he, it needs 


I need three tins of paint. 


He needs three bags of sand. 


DCL ci iaiahaabenaeounteas a bag of sand. 


WG cc oduniateateaataatcnts some nails. 


NSIGY se pase cboteneces errs four bags of cement. 
l paar erewrer rey Terri a paint brush. 
VOUGs ssidsteawaaaans some timber. 


Now write your own sentences using need and needs 


Cee eer er rere eerre rere reeeerereeeeseeeeer ese sees ereeeeeerereeereeererererereeeeeeererereeeeoooce 


eo ec ecccccce 


Cece rere reer ereer ere eeee eer er eeeeeeeeer esos eee eseeeereeereseeereeererererereeeeesrerereseeeeooce 


Use the examples and practice speaking using your own ideas 


How much will she need? 

She will need five bags. 

How much will he need? 

He will need ten litres. How many will they need? 
They will need three tonnes. How many will they need? 


They will need twenty. 


Write your own dialogue using the following examples 


I, they, we, you need/don't need she, he, it needs/doesn’t need 


Example: I need five litres of green paint but I don’t need any wallpaper. 
She needs some cement but she doesn’t need any screws. 


They need a piece of timber measuring nine hundred millimetres by one 
hundred millimetres by fifty millimetres. 


Cece rere eeeerere rere eeeeeere eee rerereer ee eeeeeeseeererereseeeeeeerererereeeeeeererereseeeeooe 


eeoecccece ec cccce 


Ce eee ee rere eereeeerereeeere ere ereeeereeere eer eeeeeeeEeeeeeeeeereeee eee oe ooo Eo Eo EEE OHO oOo OO COCO Se 


eo cece er eee cce 


Cece eer ereeererereeeeeeere rere ereeeeer eee seer eeeeeeeeeeeee reser erereDeoerereseerererereseooe 


eo ccc ecer ec ccce 


Ceo eer errr eeerer eres ee reer eeeeeereeeer eee essere reeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerereeerererereseoooe 


eocccc rece ccce 


Ce eee eee eeeeereee reer eeeeee eee eeeeeeeer ee ee eeeeeeeEeeeeeeEe SESE oe EEE o Eo ooo EEE EEO HH OH OOO CCC O ES 


eo ccc cer ec ecce 


Cece rere eeeereer errr eeeeereerereereeeeer ese seer eeeereeerereeeeererererereeeeerererereseeeeoooe 


eo ccc ce rece cce 


Ce eer errr eeeereee eres eeeere se eeeeeeeer eee sees eeeeeeeeeeeEeeeeeeeeeeereDeeeeereserereeeeeeoor 


eo ccc cer ee ecce 


Coe errr eee eres e reece eeeeereereeeeeeeeeree ee eeeeseeeeeeeeereeeeeeererererereeerererereeoeeeeoooce 


eo ccc cec ec ecce 


Cece errr eeeere ere reeeeeer ee eeeesrereeere ee eeereseeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeerereeeeeeerererereeeeeeooe 


eeoecccce rece e vce 


Cece cere errr eer ere ecer ee eer ee eeeereeeeer eee sees eseeeeeeeeeesrererererereerereserereeeeeeereseooo>e 


eo ccc cee ccc cece 


Cece rere reer er eee ereee eee ere eee rereseeeree ee eeeereeeeeeereseeeeeeererererereeerererereeoeeeeoce 


eo cece ee eee cece 


Asking the price 


How much is a bag of cement? A bag of cement costs six dollars. 
How much is a tin of paint? A tin of paint costs twenty dollars. 


HOW TMUICH 1S sy.eyit te ceieeaatacrn ? 


Go on-line and find how much a bag of cement costs in the UK. 


Many and much 


Many is used for nouns that are countable. Much is used for nouns that are 
uncountable. 


Example: How many tins of paint would you like? (tins are countable) 


How much paint would you like? (paint is uncountable) 


Some/any 


Some or any have similar meanings. Some is more common in positive 
statements. Some and any are common in questions. 


Some can be used for general questions and requests. 


I'd like some nails, please. 


Some of the carpenters worked on Saturday. (not all) 


Any can be used for open questions. 


Do you have any screws? 
We don't have any screws. (none) 


You can use any colour paint. (all) 


Using how: Answer the questions 


1) How much cement will they 
Well aeeR a meN pe ee REM aCe eee ere WRT Sener Te eTT Re See TUR SOR TT ce ers rene er ene as 


2) How many bags of sand will she need? 


Cee errr reer reece eer rere seer esreeeeeeeeeeeeereerereeere reser eeeeeee ee rereeeeeeererereresrerereeeoee 


3) How much paint will he 
ICC firigs chee duacet trek Sd Sea tanniara tsnnd ant nen ace uC aca eatecems 


4) How much will it 
OSES ctvncseento urna thames tametuaemcinss sl aaee duet Shoot tune erawader senate econanc 


Cee eee reer reer e cere ere see eeeeeeeeeeeese rere eeeeeere re rerererer eee oerereeEeeerererereserereeeoe 


Write a short note to a supplier asking about materials. 


CoCo mee ooo meer ee oo eo ee oH Eo Eee HEHE EHH EH ES HH EH EE HH ESE EHH ESE HEHE EHH ESOS EEE SOE HOES EEE OSES EO OS 
CoCo mee ooo oe ere ooo eo ee oH Eo EE HH EH EHH EH ESET EH ES HH EH ES HHO HEE HEHEHE EHH ESTEE HH ESTEE HOES E SHEE SOE OO O®D 
CoCo mee ooo oe ere eee eo ee Hoe oe EH HEHE SEHD EHH EH EE HOE OEE HHO SOE HH EEO EHH ESE SEH ESTEE EE ESOS EOE SOE OO OD 
Coe ome eo ee meee ee eee oe ee Heo Eee HEHE HHO H HEHE EHH EHO HH ESTES HEHE SESE HEHE SED ESE EHH ESOS ODES OOOO OD 
CoCo oe o ooo oe ere eee eo eee Heo Ee HEE HEE ERED E EHH EH ESE H EHO HEE SOS HH ESO EEO EEE EHO SESE DESO EEO Eo OEE OO®D 
CoCo ooo oe oo eer ee eee oe ooo eo Eee HEHE EERE DESH HEHE SHEE HES EH ESE HEHE HH ESOS HEE O SEDO SEE EEO SOOO OOS 
Co Ceo e eo ooo eer ee oo eo ee Heo EE HH EHH HEHE SHH EH ES HEE E SHH OHO EHH EEE HH EH EE HH ESE EHH ESE OEE ES EEO OOS 


WH questions: Finish the sentences using the words below 


What, Where, When, Why, Who, Which, How 


TP) caeetiiaacnaniuansnac eee will the timber arrive? 

2), ica usha as aaletesatdoe contetel are the bolts? 

Os ines tura orca steele ee colour paint shall I buy? 

Ol) aeataneat esac cones many nails will we need? 

3) ee re ene ee bought the cement? It was John. 
G)) cietiainetecracienvenes are you late? 


Taipei ak cleanse shel ies did you go to the builders merchant? 


Write your own questions and ask them to a partner 


CoCo mee oe eee oo oe Hee Hee Hee oH HEHE HEED EEE OHHH HEHE EHO ERE E DESEO ERE EEO ERE E OED EO OS® 
Coe ome e ooo eee oo eH eo Hoe Hee HEHEHE EH OE HEHEHE HEE HEH EEE HEH EEE HERES HERES EOE DEE EOE DEES OED EO OS 
Coe ome o ooo ooo oe Hee Hee DEH HEHE EHO EH EEE HERE EE EE HEHEHE HEE HEHEHE HERE EE HED E EEO ERE O EOE DEO OS® 
CoC eo ee ooo oe oo ooo ee Hoe HEHEHE DESH HEHEHE DEE EOE HEHEHE DEE HEHEHE EOE DESO HERES EH ED EES OOD EEO 
CoCo ooo oe eo ee ooo Hee oo eH EEE HEHEHE DESH OE HEHEHE HEE EOE HOSE HERES EOE DESEO ODES EO EHO EEO ODEO OS 
CoC eo ee oe eee ooo eH ee Hoe Hee Hee HEHEHE HEE HOE HEE HOE HEHEHE HEE EHO R EEE HODES EOE DEE EOE DESEO ODEO OS 
CoCo mee oo eo ee oe eH ee H oe HEHEHE DEE HEED EEE HEHEHE HEHEHE HEE EO ERE EE HERES EOE DESEO ED E EE OED EO OS 
CoCo eee oo eo ee oe eH ee Hee Hee Hee HEHEHE HEHEHE HEE EOE HEHEHE HEE EOE DEE HERES H ED EEE HED ESE OE DEO O® 
Coe emo o oe oe eo ee Hee Hoe HEHEHE EEO EH EEE HEHE EHH EHO EHH ERE EEO EHEC EOE REECE HODES O EDEL EOE DEO OS 


Cee errr rere ereee reeves seers ee eeeeeeeer eee sees eseeeeeeeeeseeeserereresereeereresereresoeoce 


TY ALOW - otek ia etal sates screws do you need? 

A) much B) approximately C) do D) many 

2) OW tts attats wat areata, bags of cement do you need? 
A) many B) much C) will D) big 

2) Ncdswarswusonsohtecaaee: like three bags of lime. 


A) can B) may C) would D) could 


A) TOW. xan ceten oh cemccseaawe I help you? 

A) may B) need C) does D) do 

5) I need five litres of ...................065 
A) cement B) tiles C) paint D) timber 

6) I need seven bags Of .................0000 
A) tiles B) cement C) timber D) wallpaper 
1p re ere oe ey ree you sell sand? 


A) Do B) Does C) Have D) Has 


A) few B) much C) is D) many 


Good luck! 


English for Construction Personnel: Materials 2 


Further Information on Materials 


Materials are what construction workers use to build a building. Materials 
can be solid, liquid or gas. In the construction industry many different types 
of materials are used. It is important that the correct materials are used for 
the job. At the end of this section students should be able to identify and 
name materials used in the construction industry. They should be able to 
describe their properties and their appropriate uses and be able to suggest 
alternatives. Students should be able to identify the units and containers in 
which building materials are sold. They should also be able to use the 
internet to search for information regarding building materials. 


Getting started: Basic Vocabulary 


Brick 4§ 

Cement YuUsNU6 
Concrete YUAAUNIH 
Paint nsvtlava 

Steel Lan 


Timber WWaNANSe 


Warm up: Match the name of the material to the picture 


Timber Door, Stone Floor Tile, Paint, Steel Screws, Glass, Steel Nails, Steel 
Beam, Copper Pipe, Clay Brick, Timber, Concrete Lintel 


What is 
Hh ep Besse aust oonceoesiesetaasecseeact 


What is it? 


What is 
Hh 2 teste accacectcopiissdseisenensedteccecceieics 


What is 
Do tectebsathit roceddete each teat Ss aeeatesedss 


What is 
|| een LES SERPS TEU ER UID 


What materials would they use? 


weer rere rere re rere eereerrereeereeceeeer ere eeeecccece 


weer cece r ere ersre reece e eee ereereereeeeeeer ere eeeecccce 


eee er cere reer eree rere eererrerereerereeeeeer ere eeeececcoe 


Counting Units 


Container........... Often contains 

Otte: sais .tdioess white spirits/methylated spirits 
DON ens Sano ctutcutet screws, tools 

DAG s-.cccshan Minas nails, sand, cement 
SaCKiweitecaateca des sand, cement 

TUDO Madcon dass mastic, silicone 

CANIM cie2t eo. paint 

Darrel seatouness oil 


Unit................Material 


TOW Sethi ceadmrieed wallpaper 
DIGI a aciasesaterd wood/timber 
DlOCK seo susiatemerts stone/concrete 
Dabs fevsaeancinieues metal 


Using what you have learned ask your own questions and make your 
own requests 
Example: I would like a pallet of bricks. Do you sell rolls of wallpaper? 


Describing Materials 


hard 
soft 


durable 


corroded 

transparent 

absorbent 

flexible 

natural 

porous 

good electrical conductor 


good heat insulator 


Which of these materials have the qualities in the list above? 


Stainless steel=durable stone=................ceceeseeeeeeeeeees 

| (a Sere te Perera rrr ate PUSLy ilClaly codat eae eawsiocssalacenes 
20) ae ee cere ote Pen nee WOOd/ GIMDEr= ince sceotnniserne sa 
PUD DOTS arog ean ttetedecte decane CAV a tte tetera Sekt eee alee 
CONCTELOR ais nas crs vad csaeon tenets BPON GCs caret ontioiousneseenenenenties 


Stonemason. 


Answer the questions and discuss your answers 


1) Which material would be good for flooring? Why? 


Cee eee reer eee re rere eeeeee eee eee eeeeer eee HEE EEE EEE HEHEHE HSE HEHEHE HERES HEHE SESE SEH OOS 
Coe cere e reser s essere esresreeseneseeseesereeeeeeeseseeeeErerEeeeseeeeseseeeeeeeseseseeoes 
eee ee errerereer sere reese see eee eseeseseee ee eeeeeesereeeeEeEeeeseeEeerereeeeeeeseseseeoos 


Coe ee er eee ererere ere sreee sees ee ee eeeeeeeEe ee ee eeeeEeEeEeE EET ED EEE EEE HEHE DEDEDE OEE SESE OEE 
Cee cere rere reese ee ereeeseeee es eseeeseeesee eee Fee eee EEE ETE TERE SDE HEHEHE HERE DHE EE OE EHH OEE 
eee roe er ere reese rere eresrer eee esses esee ee eee eeseseeeeEeereeEeeseeEeeEesreeeeeeeseseseeoe® 


3) Which material would be bad for electrical cable? Why? 


Ce eee er reer ere rere eee reer es eres eeeeer eee seer eeeeeeeereseseerererererereeeeeresereoos 
Cee errr ereeeer ere reer e reer eeeseeeeeeeresereeresrereeeereresrererereseerererserereeeoeeeoeoe 
eee e reer eee ere ere ereeeeee ere eee eseeeeeere eee eeeesereeeereserereeererererereeereroereoos 


Ce eer errr eeere eer eereeeeeeer ee eeeeeeeeer ee eeerereeeeereeerererererererererereeeeeeereoos 


Cee errr rere esre reese eeeeere eee eeeeeeer reese eeeereeeeeeresrereeererereseseseeeresereoos 
Cece reer eeeesr ere rere eeeereerereeeeeeeer essere eeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeesrerereererererereeceoeeeeoce 
ee eer errr eeerere ee ereeee ee eer eee eeresreeeereer eres eeseeseeeeererereeeeererererereeererereoeos 


Cece rere eeeere rere eceeeee eres eee eeeeeer esos eeeeeeeeeeerererererererererereeeeeeere cos 


Pipes and Plumbing 


Read the text and answer the questions 


In the past water systems used gravity to move water from one place to 
another. People used pipes made from lead, bamboo stone or clay. Today, 
pipes are usually made of plastic, copper or some other non-toxic material. 
Drain and vent lines are usually made from plastic, cast-iron and steel. The 
straight sections of plumbing systems are called pipes. Many fittings are 
also required in plumbing systems. These are known as elbows, valves, 
tees, and unions. Plumbing fixtures are needed by people that use the 
plumbing system. Fixtures include toilets, showers, urinals, baths, 
washbasins and sinks. 


1) What were pipes made of in ancient times? 


2) What are modern pipes made of? 


3) What fittings are used in plumbing systems? 


4) Name some examples of fixtures. 


Is clay a good material for a modern drainage pipe? Go on-line and find out 
and then discuss your findings with a partner. 


Cece err rere erere rere ee eee er ee eesresceeeeer eee sees eseeeeeeereseeeeeererererereserereeeeeeeeereooe 


eoececccecccce 


Cee errr reer eereer ee eerere eres eeeeeeeeere eee eeseeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerererereeeeeresrerereseeeoooe 


eoeccccerccce 


Ce eee errr eeere rer eeseeeeereeereeseeeeer eres eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeerererereeeeeeeeeererereseoooe 


Cee eer er rere eree eer eereeeer ee eeeeeeeeer eee sees eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeereeeresererereeeoeooe 


Cee e eer eeeeere eer eeeeeee ere ee eeesreeeer eee sees eseeeeeeeeeeeeeeererererereeeeeeeeerereseeeeoooe 


eoeccccerecce 


Cee eer ereeeeerere eer eeeeeeer ee eeeeseeseeer eee eee eeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerereeeeeeeresrererererereseooe 


eocccececccce 


What is it made from? 


1) Nails are usually made from...................ccceeeseeeeeeee 
2) Roof tiles are usually made from................ccceeceeeees 
3) Door frames can be made from.................c.000eeeeeees 
4) Window frames can be made from...................00006 
5) Goincrete 1s made omic scsi nciaveiecelaateasedeawesndes 
6) Plasterboard is made from..................ccceeeeseeeeeees 
7) VICKS save TACO TIOUI 3 aia is Loeb iee aa paea Cokes ae eek ss 
8) Adhesive can be made from................ceecceeeeeeeees 
O) Plywood 15 Wade ArOMl, 40's0545a Fa healed puna Savvees Ce ageds 
10): Skirting can be made frOmsw2i ost eeel eae ates: 
WAY. Glass 15 tae POTN vs5ss9 sos ave santeteueniutne caawe tee sweets 


12). Door locks are Made {OM wis isa s eoahadvis ele sone 


Look around the classroom and ask your partner some questions on 
materials 


Example: What is the door made from? The door is made from timber. 


What’s the alternative? 


Write a list of alternative materials for making parts of a building 


Example: timber staircase concrete staircase 


HUONG Stal Case. 2205526 sb s bse saeeaeet ealtioneraceelasaw estas anaes 
PHASHG SAIN 4 saci iocsaia Mors enact nesaaeeudah anetenes 
PLASC. PAE gatas eek tad Pasa eke le Mia ee Otol acs 
What material does the blacksmith work with? 


What material does the plumber work with? 


woe ecec cree reese ese sree reese eeeee 


eo ere cree reer reese sree ee esses eee 


Blacksmith 


End of section review 


Write a list of materials and a list of tools that can be used to work that 
material. Use the internet to help you. 


Example: timber wood chisel 


Or 
Coe eee errr reer ere eereereeseseeeeeereeseseeeeeereeseseeeeeereereeeeeeees 
Coe eo eee eee eee ee Hee EEE OEE oH EH EEE HEH EEE HEHEHE EOE EE HEHEHE OE HEE OHO HEE OEE 
Coe eee eee eee eo eee eee ee oe EHH EH EEE HEHEHE HEHEHE HEHEHE HEE EOE EEO HEHE EE OEE 
Coe eee errr reese reer eeeseeseseeeeeereeseseeereeereerseseeeseereeseeeeeeees 
Coe eee eer ere e rere eerrereereeeeeeeereeseseeeeeereeeeeeeeseereeeeeeeeeees 
Coe eee reer reer eee eeeeereeseseeeeeereeseseeeeeeeeeseseeeeeereeeeeeeeeees 


Coe errr rere eereer ee eeeeeesee ese se eeeeeeseeeeseneeeeeeeEeererneeeeeeeeeeeeeooe 


Good 
luck! 


English for Construction Personnel: Tools 


Tools and Equipment 


Tools are what construction workers use to work building materials. In the 
construction industry many different types of tools are used. It is important 
that the correct tools are used for the job. Every trade has their own tool kit 
which is appropriate for their job. At the end of this section students should 
be able to identify and name the tools and equipment used in the 
construction industry. They should be able to identify their appropriate uses 
and be able to suggest alternatives. Students should also be able to use on- 
line resources as part of self-study. 


Getting Started: Basic Vocabulary 


Trowel tn3eli 

Hammer mais 
Spanner/wrench Us#bba 
Chisel 4 

Screwdriver Luar 
Paintbrush WAU 


Saw bLaael 


Knife N® 


Warm up: Match the tools to the pictures 


drill bits, trowel pliers, spanner, spirit level, hammer, anvil, handsaw, screw 
driver 


What is it? 


What is it? 


What is it? 


tT 


What is 
it? 


What is it? 


What is it? 


\ 


What is it? 


Dat IDRUS Gs wets Co al ees oe te crow 

aE a GaG satnata tensa niededed tessa 

Han plane sss. de elute Mee vate tls beh teeta! wood 
IMIS tae tisid da settetsesle Se tana palate sie 

DEICKDOISTED 5.25, Sin ute tape tien Sees ass filler knife 


weer reer re eere creer eee eee eres evvcce 


Now match the tools to the trades 


D: painter and decorator............ pliers........... 
Ee DMICKAVeP.caveaseseccass: Han) Plane cs 4c4eiudsstees 
What is it? 


spanner, screw driver, wood saw, hoist, broom, paint brush, hammer, pliers, 
hacksaw, tape measure 


1) It's used for cutting wood. 


eee errr ereereereereereeeeee ere ereereecce 


weer recer rer eerrer eee cece eeerereeevecce 


weer cree reer rer eer eceeeeeeerreeeccce 


eee ec ecree reer eerereeeeeeereerevevecce 


Cece rece r rere rer eee sreceeeee er eeeevecce 


weer rece er eres erereeeereerereeevecce 


Ce 


weer rcecer reer erer sree eceeeee err eerevcce 


weer creer eeerere eer eeeeee eres evrecce 


weer rece r rere rer eee cece ee sree eevece 


Write your own example. 


Tt 1S S00 TOl cc sccssseseeneceseese 11 EN Sars eA ere eee ee RR 


This/that 


This is my hammer. 
That's his hammer. 
This is his trowel. 


That's my trowel. 


This is used for objects that are near and that is used for objects that are far. 


Write your own sentences using this, that and the possessive adjectives my, 
your, his, her, our and their 


Example: This is your drill bit. 


Coe errr ree rere reece ree eer ee eeerereeeeres es eeseeseeeeeeeeeeeeereresrererereresrereeererereeeecooce 


Cece reer eeeerere ere reer reer er eee ereseeeeeer ee ee eeeeseeeeeeeeeseeeeeeerereseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeereoce 


Cee eer ecrrereeerer errr ereeeereereeeeseeeeer eer eeeeseereeeeeeerereeeeeeeeererereeeeeeerererereeeeoooe 


eoececcceer ee eeccce 


In pairs ask your partner some questions using this and that 


Example: Is this your hammer? Is that your hand saw? 


Lend/borrow (practice the dialogue with a partner) 


Q: I don't have a crow bar. I need a crow bar. Can I borrow your crow bar? 
A: Yes, here is my crow bar. 

Q: Can you lend me your crow bar? 

A: Sure, here is my crow bar. 


(sure is an informal way of saying yes) 


Crow bar or nail bar. 


Conjunctions (so and but) 


You don't have a hand plane so I will lend you mine. 


So is used to join two parts of a sentence. The first part is a statement, the 
second part is the solution. 


I would lend you a hand plane but I don't have one. 


But is used to join two parts of a sentence. The second part contrasts with 
the first part of the sentence. 


Fill in the gaps with so or but 


1) I don’t have a hammer ................ I have a mallet. 


2) He has an electric drill ................ doesn’t have a cordless drill. 
3) Your router is broken ................ I will buy a new one. 
4) She has a new tool box ................ she will give me her old one. 


Heavy equipment 


A bulldozer moves stones, dirt and various other materials. 
A cement mixer mixes sand, gravel, cement and water to make concrete. 
A cherry picker lifts a worker on to a platform. 


A compactor or roller smooths and flattens the road surface with a heavy 
roller. 


An excavator or digger digs holes. 


A dump truck takes materials and waste from the site and delivers sand or 
other materials to a site. 


A forklift unloads lorries and moves materials. 
Outriggers keep equipment stable so that it does not tip over. 


A tower crane lifts materials to high places. 


1) What do you need a buldozer for? .................cccceeeeeeeeeeeeeees 
2) Whatdo:you need:a Compactor fOr? y. wesisserscvaersouswsew orn ievess 


3) What.do:you need‘a dump truck 101? s.c:c.eswaest nat esesavacsenen eres 


Fill in the gaps with the correct heavy equipment 


There are many different types of heavy equipment used at a construction 
site. 


1 IR OCC ETE ANN TART ea moves dirt, earth and other materials away. 

Pray tivadet Sine Sirs Recht eb Seca OPA Gites eterna smoothes the road with a heavy 
roller. 

Pa uustoasvecnet ees esas OF rsneiaceanpeia easly ecs digs deep holes. 

PN Si eB a ltd dara tye Ake stented lifts a worker up to high places in a bucket. 
Posouasshived Seige Miedan Secred tice EN mixes cement, water, sand, and gravel to 


TN Sbadie Saihcted maa et kets Ouicaen Rate lvitcamer ores takes waste away from the site. 
Ute beeutianet teat peace lifts heavy materials to high 
DIACOS ge8tind Saaeasinan bas keeps equipment stable so that it does not tip over. 


Tool, Material and Machine 


Put the following words in the correct list: 


excavator, wrench, crane, hacksaw, timber, steel, copper, screwdriver, drill 
bit, digger, rubber, plastic, tape measure, aluminium, glass 


eocccccce 


OD 


eo cece ereeeececce 


Cece errr e errr erere reece ee eer eereeeeeeeeer eres eeeeseeeeeeeerereeeeeeerereresereeererererereeeeoooe 


eo ecececcecreeeecee 


Cee errr reer rere ee eee rere er eeeesrereseeer eee sees eeeeeeeerereeeeeeerererereeeeerererereeoeeeecooe 


eee ecccecr eee eccce 


Cece eee reeeereer rere eeeeer ee eeeeeeeeer eee sees ereeeeeeeereeeeeeerererereneeeeeeererereeeoeooe 


eo ccc crrceeecee 


Cece rere rere re rer eee eee ere ee seeseeeeer eee reer eeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeereseseeeeeererererereoeoooe 


eeoececccere ce eoce 


Cee errr rere eereer ee erereeeer ese eee eeeeer eee reser eeeeeeereseeeeeeeeeerererereeeresererereeeeooe 


eo ccc cereeeececee 


Cee errr eeeeereerereeeeeeere rere ereeeeere ser eeeeeeeeeeerereeererererererneeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeoeooe 


eo ccc cere ce eoee 


Ceo eee erreeeererereeeeeeere reese eeeeeee eee eee eeeeeeeeeeesererererereDeoeroeeeeererererereooe 


eo ccc ecrreeeeccee 


Cee errr reer eerere rere r ee eeer ee eeeereeeesr ese eee sresreeeeeeeeeeerererererererererereererereeeeoooe 


eo ccc cereeeecee 


Ce eer erreeeeereer eee eeeeeeeree ee eeseeseeeer eee reese seeeeeeeeeeeeeererereeerereresrereeeereeeeeeooe 


ec ececcceee ee eroce 


Is/Isn't (is not) 


19 "a 02 B26 2 eee ne ener eT ee a tool. 

2) Glass acres cutseekth a machine. 

3.) AARIDON acres abu tat eats a material. 

A) CODPCl ister nA Sondiceahe enone, a tool 

D) AM exCavdlornd uss. veciavadiote a machine 
GO) WHEN Clo at. ciate aero bees a material. 

Py Gio rtiads Ghetamde nanan a material. 

Gi) CTEM sain vanities fe isa tule’ a tool 


POP o rere reece reer ee ee eee eE EE OE EOE EOE EES EOE T OES EE EEO EDE OOOO EEE EOE ODEO EES EOS OSES EOEEOOCS 


Poo eee roe eee eee eee esos eee eee EEE EE OOE EOS OES EHO E EEE OE OOOOH EET O TE OE TEESE SEDO OOO EE OE SEED EO OEDEOOS 


End of Section Review 


Write a list of tools that a bricklayer would need to build a garden wall. 


eoececccereccce 


eeoeccccercccce 


eeoecceccececcce 


eoececcerecece 


eoecececcereccce 


eo ccc cereccce 


eocecccececcce 


eeocececcececcce 


eeoceccceeecece 


eoececcceeccece 


eoececcceeeccce 


eoececcceeecece 


eoececcceccccce 


eoececcceeecece 


eoecccceeecece 


eo ceccceecccce 


eocececcececcce 


eeoceccceeeccce 


eoececccececcce 


eoececcceeeccce 


Ce eee errr ereer ee erereeeer ere eeeeeeeereeeereeeeeeeeeeererereeeeeeesreresrereeeoooe 


Ceo eee errr e reer eeeererereseeereseeeeseeeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeerererereeerererereseoeos 


Cee errr reer er eee rere eeer eee eee ceeeereeresreserererereresresereeeeeeeeeeroeserecooe 


Peo meee reer eeeeeeererererereeeeeeeeeeeerereereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerereresrerereseoeos 


Coe eer ere eeeereeeereeeresrereeeerereesereeeereereeeeeeeeeeeererereresrerererereoeos 


Coe errr eeeer eer e rere eeer ee eeeeceeeereeeereseeeeeereeeeresrereeererererereereooe 


Cee eer errr e reer eerereeeeereeeerereeseeeeeereereeeeeereeeeeeeeeesrerererererserore 


Pee errr reer ere rereereeereeeereresreeeeeeeeere reese ereeeereereererererereeeeeeeeeore 


Ceo eer ere eer reer eereeeeereeereeeeeeesesreeeere eer eeeeeeererererereseeerererereoe 


Cee e rere eerer eee eee eeeere ee eereceeeereeereseeeeeeeeeeeeereseeeereeeeerereserecooe 


Good luck! 


English for Construction Personnel: Instructions 


Explaining and Instructing 


Accurate and clear instructions are always needed on the construction site. 
Poor verbal communication skills can often lead to mistakes, inefficiencies 
and accidents. It is therefore important that each occupation can explain and 
give instructions. This is becoming critical as construction projects are 
becoming more complex and workers come from various cultural 
backgrounds. At the end of this section students should be able to give 
instructions and explanations that are appropriate to the construction 
industry. Students should be able to understand symbols and diagrams. 
They should also be able to explain a process and report on work progress 
using the appropriate technical terms and working in a safe manner. 


Getting Started: Basic Vocabulary 


First bon 

Next sia lu 
Thenthara 

After vavar1nn 
Before haun 
Carefully sauAAL 


Slowly %1 


Quickly U9179 


Put ta 


Warm up: Draw the correct angle in the space. 


DOUORTCES) .ictewnesevarote 45 COSTCGS........0.ccceeeeeeeeees 22:5 
G@BTOCS. x. Sevedeeu Serial 


Setting out 


Read the instructions and then demonstrate them to a partner 


We first run a line from A to B. 


We then run a line from A to D. 


We must use the three four five method to ensure the line is 90 degrees 
(square). 


We then repeat the process for D to C and C to B 


We then measure from A to C and B to D. Lines A to C and B to D should 
be equal in length. 


Time order transition signals 


First, firstly, first of all, secondly, next, then, before, after, finally, 
eventually 


Write your own dialogue explaining how to build a brick wall 


Set out the wall. 

Mix the mortar in the cement mixer. 
Cut the bricks with a bolster. 

Lay the bricks with a brick trowel. 
Check for plumb with a spirit level. 


Point the bricks with a pointing trowel. 


Ceo eee errr rere reece eeeeeer ee eeseeeeeee ees eseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerereeeeeeeeererereeeeeeooeo®s 


Ce eee ere reece ere eeeeeeresr ere eeeeerer eee essere eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeererereeeeeeerereresesoeeoeooe®s 


Cece ec err ree ee reece eeeeereereereeeeeeeer eee esereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerererere reser ereeeeererereeoeeooeo®e 


Cee er ere reece reece e rere ere ere sresreeeer ee eeeeeeeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeesresrereeeresrereererereseeoeeoeoe®s 


Cee ee ere rere ere eeeeeeereereeeereeeeer ee eesereeeeereeeeeseeerereeeeererereoeeereeeereresreeeeooeo®s 


Explain the process to a partner using miming actions 


First, we have to measure and mark a line on the ground. 


Then, we lay the bricks without mortar on this line. 


Next, we lay a brick on mortar at each corner. We use a string line to ensure 
the wall is straight. 


After that, we lay the first course of bricks. 
Then we build the corners. 
We must check for level and plumb. 


After we have built the corners we have to fill in each course. 


A brick wall. 


What do I do next? 


It is important to know how to give instructions. 


Practice the conversation with a partner using your own ideas 


A: Could you tell me how to.................. ? 


B: Yes. 


: What do I do first? 


: What do I do after that? 
ATOR Tdia nie pi sean desk ee 
: What do I do finally? 


SPM AU tle te kat 


> o> oD > WD > WD > W Db 
Z 
a>) 
% 


: Thank you. 


Must and Mustn’t 


We use must and mustn’t for important safety instructions. 


Fill in the gaps using the appropriate word or words. 


LY VOUG epic cicero never rush your work. 


2) LOU hives eiaetesiones work carefully. 


DB), VOWstay cots acres, wear gloves. 


A) YOU: cosesteastowneves run on a building (construction) site. 


DB) VOW ontisoaseesendedes be careful when dealing with hidden cables.. 


Working on historic buildings 


An historic cathedral. 


Historic buildings are very important. These buildings tell us about the past 


and our history. When working on historic buildings you .................. use 
(he COMECE Materials, YOU vi isesasaiessusdien use cement when pointing old 
brick and stonework. You............... use lime mortar. Cement is too hard 
and will damage the building. You.................. be careful when working 
on historic buildings. You.................. use angle grinders to remove old 


mortar from brick or stone joints. These tools can damage soft bricks and 
stone. 


What do you know about historic buildings? 


Ce eer errr eeeerer reece eeeeereereeereseeeeeresreseeeereeeeeeeeserererererererereeeeerererereeeeoooe 


eo eee ce reece eccce 


Cee ee er rere ererere rere ree eer ee eee eeeeeer eee seer eseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerereroereeererererereeeeoooe 


Oe 


Electricity 


What is electricity? Explain it to a partner. 


Look at the drawing of the circuit and fill in the blanks 


Battery 


Wire 
Bulb 


Switch (filament) 


Circuit. 


electricity, circuit, filament, closes, light 


The drawing shows a lighting circuit. 


This produces heat and. .................. 


The switch opens and ................6. the circuit. 


What must you do when working with electricity? 


Adverbs 


Write down some adverbs that you 
WTO WW in leae srt mie anal dvatsechaninetunnaniendeeannmeenetes 


Choose the correct adverb and then write your own sentences 


1) You must work quickly/safely/cheaply on site. 

2) You must work carefully/quickly/slowly around underground cables. 
3) You must work quickly/slowly/carefully when using power tools. 

4) You mustn’t drive quickly/slowly/cheaply on a construction site. 


5) You must speak to the customers carefully/politely/slowly. 


Underline the correct word in each sentence and then write some 
sentences using must and an adverb when appropriate 


Example: You must always use brick ties when building a cavity wall. 


1) Wall ties are/is used when building cavity walls. 

2) A gable end are/is the triangular part of the end wall of a building. 
3) An expansion joint are/is positioned within the boundary wall. 

4) Hard hats is/are to be worn on the building site. 

5) An electric drill is/are an expensive piece of equipment. 

6) A trowel is/are used to lay the bricks. 

7) It is important that the building site is/are kept clean. 


8) A brick wall is/are made by laying several courses, one on top of another. 


Cece errr rere eerer eer eecee eee eres eee esceeeer es eee eeeeeeeeeerereeeeeeeeerererereeeresrereseroeeeeoooe 


Cece rere eeeeeree rere e reese e eee sereseeere ee sees eeeeeeeeeresreeeeeeerereseseeeeeeerererereeeeooe 


Ceo eee eeeeeeereere reer eeeere ere reeeeeeeer ee ee eeseseeEeeeeeeEeeeseeeree eee ooo eo eee ee oe ooo eo O CCC O SO 


Cee errr reer eeerer eres eeee eres ereeeeeeeer ee es eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerererereeeeeeeeeererernerereooe 


Cece rer eeeeeeree eer eereeeer essere eeeeeer eee reese eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerererereeereserereeeeeeoooe 


Cee errr eeeeere eee eeeeeeereeeeeeeeeeere ees eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeereoerererererereseoeoooe 


Cee errr reeeereree reece e eee eer ee eeeeceeeer ee eeeeeeeeeeerereseeeeeeeeererereeeeerererereseeeeoooce 


Pee errr rece eeeeeeereeererereeeee eee eserereeeeereerereeererereeeeeeeeereresrereeeeereseoereoes 


Pee e ere reerereeeeereeeeeeeeeeee ee ee seeeeeeeeeeeesereereeereeereDeoeeeeeeererereeeeeeeereeoeo®s 


oe 


Pe eee eer errr rere eresreeeereeseer eee seer eeeeereeeeeeeeereeererererereeeeeeererereseresereoeos 


Pee e eee reece reer esreereeeeeeeeer eee essere eeererereseeeeererererereseeeeeeerereresrereeerereos 


ee 


Pee eer errr e reer eere reese reerer eee esereeeereeeeeeeesererererereoeresrereeerererereeeeoerereos 


ee 


eee er rere rere reece ee eeer eee eereeeeeeer ee eeeesresreeeeeereseeeeererererereeeeeeereerereeeeoeo®s 


ee 


Pewee rere eeeereeereereeeeeeerer ese reese eeeeeeeeerererererereeeeeeeeerereeererereeeresereoe®s 


ee 


Pewee rer eer eeeeeer ee rereeeeeer eee essere eeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeereeererereeeeeererereeeeoerereo®s 


ee 


Peo e eee ereerer rere ereeeeeeeeeeere eee sere seeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeereeererDeeeeeeeeererereeeereoeeeoe®s 


ee 


Pee errr rere reeereereeeresreeeeeee eee eseeeeeereeeeeeeeereeeeeeererereeeeeeeeeeeereeeeseoeeoeo®s 


Peo eee ere ee reer eereereeeeeeeeeer eee essere eeeeeeeeeEeeeeeeererereeeeeeesrereeeerereeeeeeeoereeoe®s 


oe 


Pewee ere reer eeeeereereesrereeeer eee eeereeeeeeeresreresererererereneresrereseeeerereeeeeeereoes 


eee er rere rere eee eeeee eer eer ee rere eeeer ee eeeereseeeeeeeeeseeeeererererereeeeeeererereeeeeoeoor 


Present continuous. 


The present continuous is formed by adding ing to the verb. It is happening 
now. 


What are they doing? 


—the 


Carpenter. 


What is the carpenter doing? The carpenter is building a roof. 


Carpenter. 


What is the carpenter doing? The carpenter is cutting some timber. 


Write an explanation of a task in the present continuous. 


CoCo ooo eee oe eo ee Hee HEE HEE HEE HEE HEE HEE HEE HEE HEE HEE HEH EOE SHEE HEHEHE SHEER E SHEE HEHE EEE HOOD 
CoCo eee ooo e Heo eee OE DEE HEHE EE HERES HEHEHE EE HERES HEHEHE EH ERE SEH EH EEE HERES HEHEHE EEO EROS EHO E EEO OD 
Coe eee ere eee eo ee Hoe HEE HEED HEHEHE HEE EH EHH SH HEHEHE HH ESTEE HH ESO ETH EHH HEHE EEE SESH HES O EEE ESOS EO OD 
Coe ome eo rere eres eee eee reer eeee ee ee eE EHH SHEE EEE DH ESTES EH EEE EHH OSHS HEHE EH EHH OS OEE HEE HERE ODES OOS 


When will you finish? 


It is important that construction workers can talk about work in progress. 


Talking about work progress (future simple and present perfect) 


: When will you finish? 

: I will finish soon. 

: Have you nearly finished. 

Yes, I’ve nearly finished. 

: Has John finished? 

: No, he will finish later. 

: How about Pete? Has he nearly finished? 


: Yes, he has finished already. 


> o> DW Pp WD bP wD Pp 


: Thanks. 


Practice the conversation with a partner 


Write a short dialogue reporting on work progress 


Example: The carpenter has finished hanging the doors. 


Cece cere r eve cececeer reese eee eeeee reer eresreeeeeeeeereseeeeseereererereeeeeeererereserererererereos 


Ce ee eeerrr reece ececer ers eereerereereeeeeereeeeresreeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerereeeeeeeeeeereresererererereoes 


Ce eee erre reece ececer eres eeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeereseeeee eee eeeeeeeeeeeeeererererereeere 


Ce ee ccerrer reece ececeer ese eee eeecereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeerererererererereoes 


Ce ee ererrer rere ececececeer eres eee eeeee eee eres eeeseeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeee eee eeeereeeeereresereresrereeeees 


Cece cere rere eec reece eereeeeereresrereeeere reese sreeeereereeeeeeeeeeerererererererererereoeresreeoeecroeooe 


Cee eeerre reece eceeer reer rere eeee reer eseeeeeeeeeeeresreeeeseeeeerereeeeeeeeerereresreresererereoeos 


Ceo ee eerrr ere ceeecererer eres eeeeeeeeeeeresrereeeeeeereereeeeseeeeererereeeeeeerererererereresrerereos 


Ce ee eerre reece eeeer rere see eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerereseereeeeeeeeereeeeereresrerererererere 


Cee eeereer reece eceeer eer eres eereeeeeeeeeeesrereseeeereee reser eeeeeeeeererereeeeerererererererereore 


Ce eee ere ree ee reer eeeeee ee eeseeeeeeeee eee eeeeeeeeee ee eeeeeeereeerereeeeeeeeeeereroereeeseeoereoe 


Cece rer eeeeer ere reer eeeere sere eeeeeeereereereeeeeeeeeeeeesreeeeeeerererereeeoeeeeeeererererereseoece 


End of section review 


Dy MOU eukes cere amauanes check the corners are square. 

A) have B) had C) should D) would 

3); MOM sd Santas coe toare cen work carefully. 

A) must B) had C) does D) haven't 

A) A trowel ...............ccee eee used to lay the bricks. 

A) must B) are C) does D) is 

D) Palit DMUSNOS isco wre serecen cs used to paint the wall . 

A) are B) is C) paint D) have 

6) First you must cut the pipe....................6. you must clean the joint. 
A) quickly B) finally C) and D) then 

7) YOUIMUSE WOIKccactcrievois dessa: near underground cables. 
A) slowly B) quickly C) carefully D) always 

Oia thdleidin sens starting work turn off the electric. 


A) When B) During C) Before D) After 


Now write your own example of an instruction. 


Poem o rere reece reer ee ee eee eHEEEE OOO SEES OOOO OE OE EEO EH EEO EOE TEE EHOOET OT OE TEE E EE EOE OOOO SELES OCS ELOOELES 


Good luck! 


English for Construction Personnel: Problems 


Problems and Mistakes on Site 


Construction sites may have many different problems. For example, sites 
can have problems with noise, dust, dirt and mud. Construction materials 
may also be a target for thieves. The cleanliness of the site facilities can 
also be a major problem on a building site. Problems can also exist with 
work that has already been completed. The construction worker must 
therefore know how to deal with these issues. At the end of this section 
students should be able to identify and deal with on-site problems and 
apologize for any mistakes that have occurred. 


Basic Vocabulary: Getting Started 


Long Lael 
Short liuau 
Wrong WA 

Dirty anusn 
Damaged Tusy 
Repair TaN LaN 


Problem av 


Mistake NIZA IMAM 


Apologize u a lui 


Warm up: Match the problem to the solution 


1) The pipe is leaking..................06 I will tighten it............... 
2) The bulb has burnt out................ Lath ONAL, wacessesisietes 

3) Le 11OOr IS CW rein ta tonektaeeintes I will replace it. ............... 
A) The lock iS SUf i csisictstestectonceantes [will Clean Tt cctsecesseexien 
D): THe DOM 1S 1OOSC 56 tev aw etiacs DWwill POD AIT TS wos Uudan teens 


Some common problems 


1) It's too long. 
2) It's too short. 
3) It's too big. 
4) It's too small. 


5) It's the wrong shape. 


6) It's the wrong material. 
7) It's the wrong colour. 


8) It's in the wrong place. 


Brainstorm a list of construction site problems you know 


Ci 
eo ee reer eevee rerrecreereereeercescce 
eo ee reec reer eecreereererereeree sce cce 
Coe errr ree recreerecereereer ee reee cece 
eo cere e reer ecerecvreer er srecer ee rece secs 
eo eer ee rerreereerecreceree ree ccescce 
Ci 
eo ee reer ee reereereereesreeree veces cece 


Apologizing 


I'm sorry about that. 


We're sorry about that. 


I'm sorry. 
I apologize. 
Wt bral) THat roe 5 calresentesehas 


We offer our sincere apologies. 


Finish the conversations and then practice them with a partner 


Example: The site is very dusty. I'm sorry. I will clean it. 


The toilets smell. 


Cece errr eee eer eer eer eeeeeere eee eresceeeer reer eeeeseesereeeererereeeeeeeneooes 


Cece errr eeeeerre ere rereeeerer essere reeeererereserereeererererereeeeeoeeee coos 


Cee errr eereer eee eres eeeer eee eee reeeereeereeresrereeeeeeeesrerereeeeeeoeeeooe 


We need a plumber 


Hello, this is Mr Jones at Bangkok Apartments. We are having a lot of 
problems and need a plumber to come here today. The drain on the first 
floor is blocked. There is water leak on the third floor. The tap in the 
bathroom of the fourth floor apartment is dripping. The pipes under the 
second floor lavatory are rusty. The shower on the fifth floor has a very low 
water pressure. 


1) Where is there a water leak?...................ssssseccccseesseeeees 
2) Where are there rusty PipeS?..............sscscccccsssssrseecceeseees 


3) What is wrong with the tap in the fourth floor 
DU MOOT? ss Gorse unteuevessabeniadureecnoiadaes 


4) Where is Mr Jones calling from?.................cccssscceceessseeeees 


Leaking toilet. 


Technical terms 


Match the words with their definitions 


PX TVA se sins aca tas a waterproof sealant.............. 

Bere Vall ieiecessteberecess when water comes out of a damaged 

DIDS: xiewerees 

C: waste watel............ bath, toilets, sinks etc.............. 
DespOSalywonietnce costs to keep something in good condition.............. 
Esta s.cacsceau esenes dirty water from the toilet, sink or bath.............. 
IPS TIVAS LG 3 accia tact hace we aida to put in (a toilet, sink, bath) .............. 

GP TISTUTES wpsevan ea eines getting rid of waste.............. 

Hea, soncsonsieancweeneen to fix something.............. 

Calling a plumber 


Practice the dialogue with a partner 


Plumber: Good morning, Mellor Plumbing. How can I help you? 


Customer: Hello, do you fix showers? 


Plumber: Yes, what's the problem? 

Customer: My shower is leaking. 

Plumber: Okay, we can send a plumber at 2:00 o'clock this afternoon. 
Customer: That's fine. 

Plumber: Can I have your name? 

Customer: Yes, my name is Mr Ward. 

Plumber: Can I have your address, please? 

Customer: Yes, my address is 36 Goldstone Lane. 

Plumber: Can I have your telephone number, please? 

Customer: Yes, my telephone number is 01273 99663321 


Plumber: Okay, Mr Ward we will see you at 2:00 o'clock. 


Who will you call? 


Think of a problem and say who you will call. 


Match the occupation to the problem 


A: broken glass..............+.6..SCAffOlder...........00ceeee 
Br stolen. materials ies seed TOOT inaovinnsariaves 
Cr leaking DIDO soa vesaciereetess WONCE rs sianriaewi toes 


D: missing roof tiles.............. Plamleaacncniversieeed 


He jamMMeclOCK tata abiveercauae painter and decorator.................. 


F: broken socket.................. CALDONIONs: grscntadeenerats 
G: torn wallpaper................. DIUMDER: :6..572.uesoeas 
H: dangerous scaffold.............electriciaN.................. 


What’s the solution? 


Think of a problem and a solution. 


Fill in the table with the correct solution 


The Problem The Solution 
The tap drips 

The window is broken 

The electricity is off 

The lock is stiff 


The wallpaper is torn 


Is or are 


I) WINER orctta crete suds wrong with the shower? 


2) NWN OC iccennie@ovetoukades it leaking? 

Oy WINERGs ocd Seti Sota toate the broken windows? 

A) WHO soo clase asisiges the electrician? 

D) WHat TMG i0 asic tects the roofers coming? 

OS WIV we cetae sd Seudacnees the lights not working? 

7) FLOW. AONG S orecstee et nes tated it going to take? 

OD )eudsosie Bhatelerneusee there someone at home in the morning? 
Oi) eeuhn cul ecestnctand there any other problems? 

TO); WHICH TOCKS ic csies eae accae ete! broken? 


Write your own sentences using is and are in the space below 


Ce eee eerrer rere ceeeecrer ere ereeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeereseeeeeeeeeoerererereresererererereresoe 


Ce eee ere reer ere ee rere eeer ere eeeeeeeer eee essere eeeeeeeeeseseeeeeeeeererereeeeeeererereseeeeeoeoeo®e 


Cee errr rere eeree eres eeeeere se eeeeeeeere ees eeeeeeeeeeerereeeeererereresoeeeeeeesrerereseeeeoeooe 


Writing a letter 


Students should know how to write a letter to a customer. 


A letter should contain the following elements: 


1) Your address, telephone, fax, email. Put your address, telephone number 
and email at the top in the centre or to the right. 


2) Date. In British English the date is written as date, month and year. In 
American English the date is written as month, date and year. British 
English (25/12/18) and American English (12/25/18). 

3) Name and address of receiver 

4) Salutation (Dear...). A letter in English usually starts with 'Dear...' 
Dear Mr Jones 

Dear Mrs Jones 

Dear Miss Jones 

Dear Ms Jones 


Dear Dr Jones 


Dear Madam 


5) Body. The main letter in well-structured paragraphs. 


6) Ending (Yours...). Yours sincerely, Yours faithfully, Yours truly, Kind 
regards, 


7) Your signature. Sign your name in black or blue ink. 
8) Your name. Your first name and surname, for example: John Jones 


9) (Your title). If you are using company headed paper, write your job title 
here. 


10) Enclosures. Indicating any enclosed documents. 


Sometimes e-mails or text messages are less formal and we can start the 
message with Hi or Hello. When we are writing to a customer we should 
always write in a formal manner. 


Answer the questions 


1) E-mails are sometimes less..................... than letters. 

A) informal B) formal C) good D) easy 

2) A letter should contain your fax, email, address and.................. 
A) phone B) telephone number C) age D) birth date 

3) Which one 1st ta ttle? v2c..e7 cc soaceeie 


A) Mr B) Miss C) Sirs D) Dr 


4) You can end a letter with..................... 
A) Regarding yours B) Your regards C) Yours nicely D) Yours sincerely 
5) You should sign your name in...................4. ink. 


A) black or green B) black or blue C) red D) red and black 


Write a letter of apology to a customer 


Ce eee errer reece ececeer rere ereeeeeee reer ereereeeeeeeeerereeeeeereeeeeereeeeeeererereseresreeerereros 


eeoeccccccce 


Ce ee eecerrer reece eceeer reer eee ereeeeeeeeesesesresreeeeeeeeeerereeeeeeeeeeeerereeeeererererererererooe 


eoccceec coe 


Ce eee errr reece eeceer ere reese eeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeereeereeeeeeeee rere eeeeeerererererereeerereoeos 


eoecccce coe 


Ce eee cerrer er receeceeer rere seer eeeer reer eeee essere eeeereereseeeeeeeereeeeeeeeeeererereserererereereoeos 


Ce eee errr reece eceecer eres eee ereeeeeeeererereeeeeeeerereeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeererereseresererereoeos 


Cee ee erre reece ececeer err eereerereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeereereeeeeereeereeeereeeeeeerereresrerererererereos 


eoecccccece 


Cece eerrr ere ceeecer reese eee ereee reese sresresreeerererereereeseeeeeeerereeererererereseerererereereoeos 


eoececcceccce 


Cee ec errr ere cececeeer reer eee esreeeeeeeesreeeeeeeeeseerereereeseeeeeeeereereeeeeeereereresrerererererereos 


eoecccccece 


Ce ee eeerrer rere eeeeceer reer eee eeeeee rere sreeeesrereseerere reser eeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeereserereerereeeoe 


eoeccceec cee 


Ce eee errer rere cee ecer eres eee ereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ee eeeeeeeee rere eererererereserererererere 


eoecccee coe 


Ce ee eccerre reece ceeereere reece eeer reer eesesresreeeeeeeeeeereeeeeeereeeeeerereeeeeeeesererererereoe 


eoccccccce 


Cee e reese reece ececeer reese eee ereeeeeeeesesreeeeeeeeere ree eereeeererereeererererereserererererere 


eoecccce coe 


Cee ec errr ere ececececeer rere eee eeeereer eres eerereeeeeeerereeeeeeeeererereeeeeeerereresererererereoe 


eoeccccocce 


Ce ee cerrr ere ceececeer reese eer ereeeeeeeesreeeerereeeeeeeeeresreeeere renee eeeeererererererererereoe 


eoeccceoece 


Cee eccrre rere cecececeer reese sere eeereeeeesreeeeeeeeeeereereeeeeeeeererereeeeeeererereserereeeereeoere 


eoecccccece 


Ce eee errer rere ceeceer eres eee eeeereeeeeeeeeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerereeeeeeeeeerererererererereeeoe 


eoececccccece 


Ce eee errer rere cecececr eer ee eeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeseereseeeeee ee reeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerererereseeererere 


eoeccceecoe 


Ce ee ecerrer rere eceeeecer rere seer ereee reer eeeeeesrereeeeeeeeesesreeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeerereserererererere 


eoccceec eee 


Ce eee errr rere ceececeer reer eee ereeeeeeeeeeesresreeeeeeeererereseeeeeereeeeeeererererereseresreerererere 


eoeccccecce 


Cee ec crrr er receececeer rere erereeseerererereeeesereeeereeeeseseeeeererereeeeeeeeeererererererererere 


eocccoe eee 


Ce ee eerrer ere eceecececer eer eeeereereeeeeererereeeeeeeeereeeeeeseeeeeee re eeeererererereserererererere 


eoecccee coe 


Ce ee eerrr reece eeer ere reese reeee eer eeee reser eeeeeeeeerereeeeereeeeeeeeeeerererererererereereoes 


eoeccceeccce 


Cee ee rrre reece eececre ere ereeeereeeeeeeeeeereseeeeeeeeeereeeereseeeee eee eerereeeeeeeeererererereeeone 


eececccceece 


Ce eee cere reece eceererer er eeeeeeeereeeeeeee sere reseeeeeeeeereseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerereserererereereoes 


Ce ee ecrrer reece ececer eee reece reee reese eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee eee eoeeereeeerererererererererere 


eoccccccce 


Cee eccrre reece eceeer reer ereeereeeeer er esreeresreeeeeeererereeeeeeererereeeeeeererereserererereresos 


eoceccccece 


Cee ee errer rere ceeceer eer eer reece reeeeeeeereeeeseeeeeeerereeeeeeeeere rere eeeerererereserererererereos 


eeoecccccece 


End of section review 


1) I have a problem, my shower is..................+4 
A) leak B) fixing C) working D) leaking 

2) TNE SKIMMING 1S 100s. acicaiegciieesaies 

A) short B) shorter C) longest D) longer 

3) ae 1OMCISs awe Meshes ate dss bad. 

A) smelly B) smell C) clean D) cleaning 

4) The site is dirty, it needs..................66. 

A) broken B) moving C) fixing D) cleaning 


9) The lock is jammed, it needs...................6. 


A) oiled B) oiling C) jamming D) oils 

6) The toilet needs..................66. 

A) fixing B) fix C) fixed D) fixes 

7) This isn't what I ordered. It's the...................6. material. 
A) best B) nice C) correct D) wrong 

of i eee rr eee I will fix it for you. 

A) sorry B) apologized C) apologize D) have 

9) TMS OG 18 100.2.0i6.ssacsaredscews 

A) short B) shortest C) shorter D) longest 

10) The socket is.................0065 , it needs fixing. 


A) safest B) safe C) dangerous D) danger 


Good luck! 


English for Construction Personnel: Signs 


Signs and Instructions 


Governments should make sure construction workers think about health and 
safety. Safety is also important for the electrical items we buy. You can 
therefore usually find a small logo on electrical products. This indicates that 
the product is safe. By focusing on health and safety we can cut the amount 
of deaths and accidents in the construction industry. At the end of this 
section students should be able to name and identify safety signs and 
symbols used in the construction industry. They should also be able to read 
and understand a safety manual. 


Basic Vocabulary: Getting Started 


Help! w2161281 

Look out! 3#4¥ 

Be careful! dedunuaduy 
It's dangerous. NuaAuehs 14 
Fire! LwWluxi 

Safety AIINUAAAAE 


accident qUALNH 


q 


hospital Tsaweltuia 


health quAaWw 


Warm up: Match the sign to the correct vocabulary 

Q&S © @® ®@ @ @® 

@ 2 3 4 5 6 7 

®® 0O@®®® ® 
8 9 10 at TZ 13 14 

® © ® ®& 

iS 16 LF 18 19 20 


Warning signs. 


No industrial vehicles............. No naked flames............. No mobile 


No children allowed............. NO TUNING -25.ysessee0 Incomplete 

SCAITON 0s ccete ne 

No unauthorised access............. Do not use lift............. Do not 
ENLET.........0085 

No eating or drinking............. ING:SMOKING weg cxsnee Not drinking 

WALED scavcicvaess 

No cycling............. No admittance with pace makers............. No dogs 
No pedestrians............. Incomplete scaffold............. No cameras 

Do not use ladder............. IN@T AGIOS ise Soe euines No swimming ............. 
Safety Signs 


There are many different types of safety sign the main ones are: 


Mandatory signs tell us what we must do. 
Prohibitive signs tell us what we mustn't do. 
Warning signs tell us to be careful and why. 


Emergency escape, first aid or safe condition signs tell us where to go if 
there is a fire or where first aid material is kept. 


Fire equipment signs tell us where fire-fighting equipment is kept. 


Marking for dangerous locations. 


In groups write down a list for mandatory and prohibitive signs 


Coe ome e oe eo eee ee Hee Hoe HEH HE HEE HOE HEHEHE HEE H ERE EEO HOE HOE E SEHD EEE HERES EOE DEE EOE DOOD EOE 
Coe ome ere errr reer erreereereeeeereeeeeEeeeeeEee eee Eee eee EEE EEE EE DESH EEO EEE OED OC EEO SOE OOe 

ey 

Pee e oe eee rer ee rere sere reeerereeere reser ereeeeereeeeereeeeerEeeeereeereseeeeereeeeeseeeeesoe 
Pee oor eee reer rere ee rereeerereeesreseeesereeeeeseeerereeeeereeerZerEeerereeeeereeeeereeeneseos 
Pee o oe eee reer rere sere re sere reser ereeeeere eee DE ee o EHS EEE DEES HED HEE HEHEHE EHO E EEE OOOO OEE 
Pee o ree eer eee re re eere reser ereeerereeereeeeeeereeeeeeeeeeerE EET ED EEE HE DEES HEHEHE EOE DODO OOO OEE 


ee eer err ee rere eres eee eee ere ee eeeeerereere eres eeeeseereeeerereeeeeeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeerereresoeos 


Imperative signs 


You will see the imperative on signs and notices. We can use the imperative 
to give commands. Example: Don't smoke. Stop smoking. Tell him/her not 
to smoke. 


You can make health and safety requests more polite. 


Example: I'm sorry but you are not allowed to smoke here. I'm afraid you 
can't smoke here. 


Safety requests 


.It is important to be able to give safety instructions. 


Write some safety requests and practice them with a partner 


Coe eer ere eee e rere rereeeereresereres eres eeeZeresereDeeeeeD ESE HED ESE HERES EEE DESEO ED ESO OE DE OS® 
Co meer ere eee ere rere rererereserereseeereseeeresereDeeeeEe SESE ED ES ELE DES EOE DESOTO DES OLED OOS 
Coe eer ere errr rere rereeeee reser ereseesereseereres eres eeeeereserereserereserereeeresesereseoe 
Coe eer eo ee ree ree ere reser ereeere reser ereeereDeeeee Dee ETE DESO HEHE SEH E DES OEE DESERET ES OHO DOES 


What must you wear? 


.It is important to know what safety equipment is needed when working. 


Write down a list of safety equipment 


Ce eerr eer ere ceeceerer reese cerceee reer ereeeeeeeeeeereeeeeeseeeeere reese reeeerererereeererereoe 


Co eer e rere reese srer rer eseeeesee rere sseseseeeerereeeeseeEeeseseeeeeeeseseseeeereeEeereSeeoEereE 
Cee errr ere reese srerr ere reese srereerereeseseeeereeee Ee eeeEesesEe ooo oe SEE EEE oOo oO ESOS E EEO OOS 
Cee errr eee eee eerer es eeeeeeeeesr eres eres eeeeeeEeFeDeeeeeEeeeeEeeE HOHE HEE EEE ERE E HEED EEE OOOO 


Cee err eee eee eeeesee ee ee eeeeeeseeeeeeere reese eEEeeeDeeeeeEeeeeEeE HEHEHE SEES E HEHEHE OEE EOE EEO OD 


Reading an operator’s manual 


.It is important to be able to read and understand safety instructions. 


Read and answer the questions 


Work area 


Always keep the work area clean and well lit. Cluttered and untidy benches 
and dark areas can be the cause of accidents. Do not operate power tools in 
explosive atmospheres, such as near and around flammable liquids, gases, 
or dust. Power tools create sparks which can ignite these dust or fumes. 
Keep children and visitors away when you are using power tools. 


Electric drill. 


Electrical Safety 


You must avoid body contact with grounded surfaces such as radiators, 
pipes and refrigerators. There is an increased risk of an electric shock if 
your body is grounded. Do not use power tools in rain or wet conditions. 
When water enters a power tool it increases the risk of electric shock. Do 
not use the power tool cord to carry the tools or to remove the plug from a 
socket. Keep cord away from heat, oil, sharp edges, or moving parts and 
always replace damaged cords immediately. Damaged cords increase the 
risk of electric shock. 


Personal Safety 


When operating a power tool, always stay alert and watch what you are 
doing. Do not use power tools when you are tired or under the influence of 
drugs, alcohol, or medication. A moment of inattention when operating a 
power tool can result in serious injury. Dress properly and do not wear 
loose clothing or jewelry. Always keep your hair and clothing away from 
any moving parts. Loose clothes, jewelry, or long hair can easily be caught 
in moving parts. 


1) Power tools can ignite dust. true or false ............. 


2) Children should stand nearby when you use a power tool. true or false 


eoeccce ec ccce 


3) You should hold a copper pipe when using a power tool. true or false 


eeocccce eer ccce 


4) Replace damaged cords when you finish work. true or false ............. 


5) It is not a good idea to use a power tool in the wet. true or false 


eeoccccereccce 


eee ccce cc ccce 


7) Inattention can result in injury. true or false ............. 


8) Loose clothing can get caught in an electric drill. true or false ............. 


Go on-line and read about accidents in the construction industry. Is it a safe 
job? Why? Discuss your findings with a partner. 


Safety standards and codes 


My name is John and I’m a quality engineer. I work for a company that 
produces electrical power tools. The equipment is high voltage and if it is 
not made correctly it could be very dangerous. The company therefore has 
to comply with national rules and regulations. Faulty and badly made 
electrical equipment can kill people so these rules and regulations are very 
important. Before a product can be sold it must first be certified as safe. 
This is done by independent testing. Furthermore, we also have to show 
where the materials and parts come from. If the product design is changed 
then the testing agency will inform us if we need to have it re-tested and re- 
certified. 


1) Why are safety standards and codes important for electrical power tools? 


2) How do manufacturers make sure that power tools are safe and of the 
required standard? 


Write your answers below and discuss them in a group 


Coe em eer ee eee ree eee reser ereeeeeree eee ree eee EOE EEE EH ESTES EEE DESEO EEE EH ESTEE HOES O EOD ESOS OO® 
Coe eo meer ee eee rere rerererereeeeeresereresereree ED eo ES EEE E SEH EEE EHEC TEE EHO SEE OHO SESE DESO EEO OD 
CoCo meer ee eee rere ee ree eee oe EHH EHH HEHE SHH EEE HEE HES EH EH EE HH ESTEE H OSES HHO STE EHH EOE EHH E SOE OO OSD 
Coe ome er ee eee ree reer eresrerererereeerereeeDeree eee ree eH ESE EEE SEE EOE HEE OH ESE EHH ESE EEO ESOS OO O® 
Co eo meer ee eee ree eee rere re ree eD eo ee eE HEHE SEH EHD ESE HEHE EHH EEE SHH ES EEE HEHE SHOES OE HH ESOS ODES EEO OOD 
CoCo meer ee eee eee eee oe EHH Eo Ee HHH EERE HEE HEHEHE SEH ESTEE HEE STO EHH EOE EHO ESTOS EH ESE EHH OOOO ESOS OO OSD 
Coo emo ere eee eo ee eo eo ee HHH EE HH EDO SORE HES HEE HES EHO STE SEH EHO EHH EEE HH ESTEE HHO SEE OHO EOE EDO SOE EO OO®D 
CoCo meee eo oe eo ee ooo oe eo Heo EHH EH EHH EH ES HH EH ESE E HES HHO HEE HH EHH HH EES HEHEHE EHO SEE EEE SESE OOSD 
CoCo meer ee eee ree eee rere eree ED ereeeD eo eee HEHE SoHE SESE HET EE HEE HEE HOE EOE OHH ESTEE DESEO ESO EO OO® 


Ce eee rrrr rere ceeeer eres eee eeeee rere eresereeeeeeeeeeeeeseseeseeeeeeeereeeeeeererereserereeerereoeos 


End of section review 


Go online and find the answer to these questions. 


1) What voltage do they use on the construction site that you work 
ONE seseuchesatis 


2) Is 110 volt safer than 240 volt? 
VV © eects tes ort cecgueo pais eabteeeseeceactensianetadedenoateone 


3) What other safety features can you find on a power 
OCI conuneatsretstunna ewer! 


Good luck! 


English for Construction Personnel: Safety 


Health and Safety 


Health and safety is an important and very serious subject. Construction sites can be 
dangerous and workers must think about all the gas pipes, electric wiring and 
chemicals in the building materials that they come into contact with on a daily basis. 
Workers must also think about the tools they use and the places they work. It is 
therefore important that students understand the language related to this subject. At 
the end of this section students should be able to identify safety hazards and report 
and discuss them with a work colleague. Students should be able to take appropriate 
action to avoid workplace accidents and be able to follow safe working procedures 
and safety instructions. They should also be able to report accidents and fill in forms. 


Getting Started: Basic Vocabulary 


Help! %41617281 

Look out! 4273 

Be careful! seduvua sues 

It's dangerous. Nuauns el 

Fire! LwWludi It's an emergency. LsaNQnlau 
1 aut Se ay Ss 

I've been injured. NWN au UIMLIU 

Ineed a doctor. NN AU MaAINITUNA 


Can I use your phone? WN au uaté lusawn la lun 


Warm up: Draw the picture in the space provided. 


Wear goggles:Wear ear defenders: Wear gloves: Wear dust mask: Wear safety boots: 


Should, could and must 


Should, could and must are modal verbs. Do you know other modals? 


Fill in the gaps with: should, shouldn't, must, mustn’t or could 


1) This socket is dangerous. You ................00000 get electrocuted. 

DYN OU si sentccontComeaen® get something in your eye. YOU................068 wear safety 
glasses. 

5) NOMS Seine. plenceocosecens remove guards from machinery. You................4. losea 
hand. 

4) IPS NOISY, VOU vas auseeeeneeees wear ear defenders. YOU.............0ce000 damage 


your hearing. 
By OU Ais ecm b atten ads fall and break your leg. 


DN Obie: sonar: geese tects be careful when lifting heavy objects. You 
Baeteed aeaae eaten damage your back. 


TaN Occ hisccmctonsacs) slip and break your arm. 


BOUL aera smoke here. 


Look up the difference between should, could and must. . 


Body parts 


Write down Some DOC y-Parts secs. ccssccnaenceacessseseneeececascanaceasdonssupstaaeeeaeeuessondonssete 


Brainstorm safety equipment to protect these body parts. 


head, eyes, lungs, feet, hands, ears, back 


Pomme reece eee ereresereseceeceeeer eer eeeeseseeeceeeeeces 
Pome reer rer eeseereereeeseeseeee ress eeeveseesecesecesces 
Pome reer eer eeseereereeeereseeee reese seseseeseeseescee 
i 
Peer reer eer eesr cere erececrereeee reser seseseeeseecesccee 
Peer reer eer eeseereereseceeceeer sere eeeseseeeceececcee 


Occupational hazards 


Complete the sentences using the following words: 


eyes, blindness, back, deafness, burn, hands and arms, lungs, skin. 


1) Carrying heavy loads, or picking up heavy objects incorrectly, can cause damage 


3) Using vibrating machines for too long can damage YOUT...............0cceeeeeeeeeeees 
4) Breathing in dust can damage YOUT................cceeeeeece eens 
5) Some substances can irritate YOUF..............ccecee eee e eee e eee and your 


Peer reer reer eeercereeeccsccsccscee 


6) If a corrosive liquid splashes on your face and eyes it Will....................eeeees 
your skin and May CauUse.............sceeecceeceeseeees 


Health and safety: nouns, adjectives and verbs 


INOUNSi28 Soe Steun ee adealas PCV CCUY G5 sic2i02 dn tak d Gat Sando Verbs 
GANGET si iverwedtonGutetiacias CANGETOUS............cceeceeeeneeee to cause 
BC Pdllsssen acipaeacemees cant eus MT LTINS < 2 sachaseeu sasucee tenanaeue to fall 
MOLE in otentensemnteeicaemene MM PrOtECle s.¢sseeietsevienaedn ees to protect 
DoE Vecsscan to tan eee dave sects SIIPPOEVcdcs- os sey-deneeanccpessence to slip 
Oe Clit wn aersoeeesmee CD Vy Aer eestee heey taa cites: to drop 
NOUCO iy, castorsoreseseeseee WAIN oc tavoe tain eexeyeceeanees to warn 
12 | ence ere vee earn SIONS ov. shavs bay eocecbe ase etx: to fix 
Wet ce tudtaces aieatsaaea SOCUIG niu aca Seen ancetedes to secure 


THACOT Ta Sic Sycr tenets PACU Gs Ss arate nora nya to break 


MACHINED s.earner assests, lca! opener er to lift 


PRACTUNGS fon stexusyssargacianten Tata cheseescteu santa sna cae to die 


Safety Conversations 

Conversation 1 

Mr. Smith: Peter, on Monday I want you to be a banksman and direct the crane driver. 
Peter: Do you have a safety vest I can wear? 

Mr. Smith: Don't worry Peter, you'll be okay. 

Peter: I need a safety vest so that the crane driver can see me. 
Conversation 2 

Mr. Smith: Peter, on Wednesday I want you to paint the bedroom. 
Peter: Do you have a mask I can wear? 

Mr. Smith: Don't worry Peter, you'll be okay. 

Peter: The paint fumes are very strong. I need a mask. 


Conversation 3 


Mr. Smith: Peter, on Friday I want you to demolish the garden wall. 


Peter: Do you have any steel-toed boots? 
Mr. Smith: Don't worry Peter, you'll be okay. 


Peter: I need steel-toed boots to protect my feet. 


1) What does Mr Smith want Peter to do on Monday? 

2) What does Peter need? 

3) What does Mr Smith want Peter to do on Wednesday? 
4) Why is Peter worried? 

5) What does Mr Smith want Peter to do on Friday? 


6) Why does Peter need steel-toed boots? 


Answer the questions and then practice the conversations. 


Poem reer eer eeereereereeerresreee ser ee essere rereeereeseeseseereseceseeseeeces 
Pome reer eer ees er reese eeceseeese reese eeseseesrereseseeseseeseereesseseesces 
Poem reer reece eer err eeeeerereee sees eeeeeseereereseseseeseereeresssesecscos 
Poem reer reece seer ereeeeseeereee sere eesseesesseeseeseeseserreeereseeecesces 
Poem reer eer eer ere eer eres eeerese sees eeseerserseeseeeeeeeseereeeseseeecesces 
Poem reer eee ee rere eeeereceeeseee sees eeesereereeereeseeeeseseeeeeesseesesces 


Adverbs: Choose the correct adverb 


1) Please make sure the nuts are done up tight/tightly. 
2) The new drill works well/good. 

3) The work was very easy/easily. 

4) We need to complete/completely the job. 

5) He finished the work quick/quickly. 

6) It was a bad/badly idea to remove the guard. 

7) The wall was solid/solidly built. 

8) The carpenter works quick/quickly. 

9) The job was very hard/hardly. 


10) The washer needs to be fitted proper/properly. 


Agreeing and disagreeing 


A: We should remove the guard. 

B: That's a bad idea. 

A: Yes, you're right. 

B: Maybe we should use another machine. 
A: That's a good idea. 

B: We could use a band saw. 

A: Yes, that's not a bad idea. 


B: It would be safer. 


A: That's true and quicker. 


B: Exactly. 


Do you agree or disagree? (good/bad) 


se viaaateecnene idea 

3) We should work quickly when using machinery. That's a ............. idea. 

4) We could use an excavator to dig the hole. That's a ............. idea. 

5) We shouldn’t wear safety glasses when using machinery. That's a............. idea. 


Write your own examples. 


Cee e rere reer rere ercereeer seers eseesereseseeseeseeeeeeeeseseseeeseeseeeeeesves 


What’s wrong? 


A: What’s wrong? 

B: I fell off of the scaffold. 
A: Where does it hurt? 

B: My back and legs hurt. 
A: Did you hit your head. 


B: No, I was wearing my safety helmet. 


A: That was lucky. 

B: Can you move? 

A: No. 

B: Okay, I will call an ambulance. 


A: Thanks. 


Practice the conversation with a partner using your own words 


Write your own conversation in the space below 


Pomme eee reer err erecererecereeeee reese eseeeseese ee eeeessessereeesesseesesseseooe 
Poem rere reer err cereerereseeeeesee sees eeseeeseeeeeeeseeeseseeseeeresseeseseeseseooe 
Poem reer eee rere eres ereeeeeeeeesee sess erseseeesesesesesseseeseereesseseeeseseooe 
Pomme eree eee rer reer eer eereeeesese sees eeseeeeeeese esses eseseeseeseesseseeseeseore 
Pome rere eee reer cercereeeeeeeeerees esses eeeeseeseeeeeeeeseseeseeeresseseeeseseore 
Pomme errr eer eer errr ererereeeseer sees e esses sereeseseeseeseseeseeressseseesees coos 

Pome rere reer errr ereereeceeeeseer sees eeseseseeseeeseeeeseseesseresesesseeseseoce 
Comer eee reese err eer sere eerseeeeeees esses seeeseeeeeeeseeeseseeseeseeeseeseeeeseore 
Poem errr eee sere eererreeeeeeesese reese essere seseseeeeeseeseeseeseeeseseseseseore 
Pomme eree reer errr ererreeeeeeeesee sees eeseeeseeseeeeeeeseeseeseeseeeseseseseseore 
Poem rere reer eres ereereeeeeeeeree sees eeseeeeseseeeeeeeeseseereerreesesseeseseooe 


Pomme eee reer errr ercereceseeeeeee sees eeseeeseese ee eeeeseeseeseeesesseesesseseooe 


Comer eree reer errr ereereeeeeeeesee reese eseeeseeee ee eeeesseseeseereseseseeeseseore 
Poem rere reer err eeeeerecereeereee sees eeseersereereseeseeseseererreeeseseesees cos 
Poem rere reer err eercereeeseeeeeee se eseeseeeseeeeeeseseeseseerrerrersesseeseseoee 


Comer eee reer ere rereereerereeeese seen sense eseeee ee eeeesseseeseereeesseeseeeeseooe 


Fill in the accident form with your own details and ideas. 


Details of person that had the 
LC CIGOINE asics Sasa saved duienivereoeucescewte Sovede souassests 


Details of person reporting the 
ACCHOOM 5 ssirct ccaces bus ons seucadeastaGuigteeneevene neues 


Details of person reporting the 
PACCIONI Cs icavic eu sicd van sda ntdedsensa ics celntewersean deeds 


Details of 
AC CICLON Gis x.gksacoais-nveocisarcle saecaouiv'aGaawiclebsin ine Racwhe une saevenwewd esa bave ute 


Where did the accident/injury take 
DCS iscsse ch oslo sant dite ataltas ret attest aan accu heasbaus uae 


Say how the accident/injury 
Nap PONE ative halt cdeuck ene et arene Shawnee 


Details of 
rel ca C6 (ED nT EATEN | Ls geet Reena ene fe ee i Eee rane ee Urea or eater mre Geoe tane ret 


Write how you could avoid accidents on site 


Pomme eee eee reese rreereeeeeeereee sees eee eseseeee eee sees eereeeeereeeeeseeeeerereseseeeseseereereos 
eee errr reer eer eeeeereeeeeeseeres eee see seers eees eee eeeseereeeeereeeeseeeseseeeeeeeeseeesesesereres 


Poem rere reer err eer eer eeeeeeeeeee reese ee sessereee sere eseeereseeereeseeseeseeeeeeeeesereeeeeesoeses 


Poem rere reer err rer errr eereerer eres eee essere eseeee eee eeeereseeereeseeeeeeeereeeeerererereseseoeee 
eee rere reer errr er eeeeeeeeeseeer eee eee seeeseesee sees essere reeeeeeseeseeesereereeeeeeeeeese cesses 
Poem rere reer eer eres ereeeereeeeee eee see seers eeee esses essere eeeeeeeeseseeseerereserererereseeesooee 
Comer eree reese errr reer reeeeereeeee reese essere eseee sees eeeeseeeeeseeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseereseeeseseos 
Pome rere reer err ee reer reeeeesee ees eee eee sess eseee see see eereeeeereeseeeeeeeeeeerererereeeseseseeeee 
Pome rere ree rere reserve rere eeses errs eee esses sersees ees eseeseeseeseeseeeeeseeseereeerereeeeeeeeeeee 
Pomme eee eee reer ee rere ereeeeereee see eee eseeserese sees eeeeeeseeeeeeseeseeeeseeereeesereeeeeeeoseee 
Pomme eere ree reer ee reese eeeeerreee sees eee seeseeeees ees eeeeresesereeeseeseeeerereseeesereeeeeseoeees 
Pome rere reer err ee reer eeeeresee sess eee ee eeesereee sees ee eeseeeeerereseseeeeereeererererereseseeeee 
Poem rere reer ere rer er eeeeeeeeee eee eee eee sere eesee sees eeeereeeeereeeeeeseeseeeeeneeerereeeresereees 
Comer eree eee erer rere eer reece seeseee sees ees eeeseres eee sees eereeseeseseseseeeserereeeseesees sores coves 
Ce 
Pomme errr eer er re rere rerereeereee see sees seers ese eee ee eesereeeeereesseseeseeeeeererereeseeeeeees coos 
eee er ere reer err err sere reereereee sees esses rseeeees essere sesesesereeeseseeeeeeeeeeeeseereeesereeserere 
Comer eee reer eer eer rer rere reeeeee reese essere eseee sees eeeeseeeeereeseeeeeseseresererereeeseseseeeee 
Poem reer reer eer errs ereeeeereeeee sees eee sess eseee sees eesereeeeeseeesereeeeeeeeseeerereeeeeseoeros 
Pome rere reer err ee reer eeereeeeeer eee eee eres seeeeee ees eesesereeereeseeseeeeeeeereeesereeeeeseoeees 
Pomme ere reer errr ereer reer eeeeeee sees eee sere eeeeee ees eeeereseeereeseeseseserererereeerereseseseee 
Poem rere ree rere ee eres eeeeeereeee see esses ereeeseere ees eesereseseeeesseseeeeeeeereeesereeeseseseees 
Poem rere ree sere ee reese eeeeeeeeree eee eee eserseeeee eee eee eerereeerereseseeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeoeseeere 


Pomme eree eee sere err erreeeeesesese reese essere esee eee sees seseereeresesereeeeereeeeeseeseee senses ooes 


End of section review 


1) This socket is very dangerous. YOU................cecceeeeeeeees get electrocuted. 
A) should B) could C) must D) have to 

2) LOUGMOISE CAN Sree tondetne ence heetisd your hearing. 

A) help B) save C) find D) damage 

DB) VOM eeie chem nescr create he wear Safety glasses. 

A) must B) need C) have D) haven't 

711) Bes do eee ee ee tr oe remove guards from machinery 

A) have B) mustn't C) must to D) know 

5) Safety glasses protect YOUL.............ccecceeeseeees 

A) eyes B) nose C) ears D) feet 

6) Steel toed boots protect YOUF...............cceeeeeeeees 

A) head B) eyes C) ears D) feet 

7) Hard hats are worn on the..............cceeceeeeeeeeees 

A) feet B) ears C) mouth D) head 

t) Suenauheun tea eicestaaeeeoe: masks protect your lungs 

A) Head B) Old C) Dust D) Mouth 

O) VOUSHOUIG WOlK> scene tiernanesntseunstesun near electrical cables 

A) quickly B) carefully C) slowly D) clumsily 

10) You should always take................cceeceesseeees on construction sites 


A) a bus B) a taxi C) care D) your time 


Good 
luck! 


English for Construction Personnel: Meetings 


Arranging a Meeting 


In the construction industry it is often necessary to meet with customers, contractors, architects 
and other site occupations on a regular basis. It is therefore important that a worker is able to 
make and cancel an appointment in English. At the end of this section students should be able 
to arrange and cancel a meeting. They should be able to schedule work and appointments by e- 
mail or phone. Students should also be able to fill in a work schedule and report on work 
progress. 


Basic Vocabulary: Getting Started 


Qa a 
todaytua 
4 x 
yesterdaytNa vu 
7 
tomorroww30 
° a on 
this weekaINMEIU 
last weekarvindinau 
next weekaINHANUI 
latervad 
beforenau 
morningt%#1 
afternoonu1#l 


evening flu 


Warm up: Re-arrange the letters to find the days of the week 


WAdyaeNeS...........cceeceeeee ONAN <i. Sas ceeds ies MUNA Says apa leshevseendaes 
faSHIyad ss. raveeeeeenees. UtSEd Val iccesdt eee ees ELIYA os 52 wren vedi eaves 
SUG AN cists docwmeseuceeseees 


When are you free? 


It is important to know when someone is free to meet. 


Practice the conversation in pairs 


A: When are you free? 

B: I'm free on Monday. 

A: I'm busy on Monday. 

B: Are you free on Tuesday? 
A: Yes. What time? 

B: Shall we meet at 9:00 am? 


A: Okay, see you on Tuesday. 


Can/can't (can not or cannot) 


I can meet you on Tuesday. 
I can't meet you on Monday. 


I can't make it on Friday. 


I can do Thursday. 
I'm sorry I can't. I'm busy on Friday. 
I'm sorry I can't. I'm tied up on Wednesday. 


I can't make it. 


Suggesting times 


How about Wednesday? 
Are you free on Monday? 
Can you make Tuesday? 


Can we meet tomorrow? . 


Saying yes 


Wednesday is good/fine. 
Yes, I'm free on Wednesday. 


That's good for me. 


Write your own dialogue to arrange a meeting and practice it with a partner. 


Making phone calls 


Could you repeat that, please? 
Could you spell that, please? 
Could you speak louder, please? 
Could you say that again, please? 
Hello, could I speak to Mr Smith? 
Could I speak to Mr Smith, please? 
I'm sorry, I can't hear you. 

I'm afraid he's out at the moment. 


Can I take a message? 


Practice the phone conversation with a partner 


Mr Jones: Hello, good morning. May I speak to Mr. Smith, please? 

Secretary: Could you hold on for a minute? I’! put you through to Mr. Smith. 

Mr Jones: Thanks. 

Secretary: Sorry sir, Mr. Smith is in a meeting right now. Would you like to leave a message? 
Mr Jones: Yes, please. Can you tell Mr. Smith to return my call? It’s 7855-8615-8226. 

I’m calling from my office. 

Secretary: Okay. Ill tell him. He’ll get back to you as soon as possible. 


Mr Jones: Thank you very much. Goodbye. 


Write your own dialogue. 


Telling the time 


past 
(the hour) 


to 
(the hour) 


We can also say for example: twelve fifteen, 
twelve forty five and twelve thirty. 


Example: What time is it? It's half past twelve. 


Draw the correct times in the space provided 


1) quarter past four 2) twenty past seven 3) quarter to twelve 4) half past two 


What time do you wake up, eat breakfast, go to work, eat lunch etc.? 


Work Schedules 


Peter's Work Schedule 


Day Schedule 

Monday 1:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 
Tuesday 6:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
Wednesday 2:30 p.m. - 10:30 p.m. 
Thursday 7:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Friday Off 

Saturday 11:00 p.m. - 6:00 a.m. 


Sunday 3:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 


John's Work Schedule 


Day Schedule 

Monday 1:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 
Tuesday 6:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Wednesday 1:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 


Thursday 5:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 


Friday 10:00 p.m. - 7:00 a.m. 
Saturday Off 


Sunday 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 


Questions 


1) What days does John start work the same time as Peter?............e eee 
2) Who finishes work earlier on a Tuesday?..........:c:cceesee 

3) Who has a day off at the weekend?............... eee 

4) What time does John finish work on Wednesday?............::c0008 


5) Does Peter start work in the afternoon on Thursday?...............:c00 


Weekly schedule 


What do you do on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday? 


Time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 


Fill in your weekly schedule and use it to arrange a meeting with your classmates. 


Writing an e-mail 


It is useful to know how to write an email. 


Write an e-mail to arrange a meeting with your work colleagues 


Estimating time 


How long do we need? We need approximately two hours. 
How long will it take? The meeting will take around thirty minutes. 
When will it finish? It will finish about 5:00 o’clock. 


What time will it start? It will start around 1:00 o’clock. 


Practice the dialogue with a partner 


Business meeting 


Business meetings are important for discussing work in progress and any problems on site. 


Finish the dialogue with your own ideas 


The meeting 1s: due to fimisSh. al. vsvasesvsssreersscrssicsnenesasavega veces 


DR ATTA ears dae niet atenccnen ccna eel arth ete ed can't be with us today. 


Here are the minutes from our last meeting, which was ON................sseeeeeeeeeeeee 


Shall we start? Can you tell us how the................... project is progressing? 


Thank you all for attending. The meeting is closed. 


The business lunch 


Do you have.............. ? 
I would like............... ? 
I will have.............:.0.. ? 
Gant Nave issadessscss ? 
Can I take............... ? 
Would you like............ ? 


Practice the conversation with a partner 


Waiter: Hello, here is the menu. 

5 minutes later. 

Waiter: Can I take your order? 

Customer: Yes, I would like a cheeseburger, please. 
Waiter: Would you like anything to drink? 
Customer: Yes, I'd like a glass of water, please. 
Waiter: Here is your food. Enjoy your meal. 
Customer: Thank you, 

15 minutes later. 

Customer: Can I have the bill, please? 


Waiter: Certainly sir. Here is your bill. 


Write your own dialogue. 


End of section review 


T) Ave VOU cee cactev susie on Tuesday? 
A) free B) freed C) tied D) business 
2 TI yea Cdeuas daceenesd on Friday. 


A) freed B) busy C) business D) meet 


3) WHE Call WO sid cecviveoseunceniins ? 

A) met B) busy C) meeting D) meet 

4) Can we meet............ccceeeeeeee ? 

A) morning B) afternoon C) tomorrow D) yesterday 
5) Can we meet in the....................00 2 

A) Thursday B) noon C) after D) morning. 

Oy Diy ceeacceawiracuscnes but I'm busy on Monday. 
A) sorry B) afternoon C) morning D) tied up 

7) Wednesday is............cseceeeneee 


A) fined B) find C) fine D) fin 


A) fined B) good C) sorry D) Tuesday 
UY WT: ative weeekaaxeudsans I'm busy on Thursday. 


A) afraid B) apology C) apologize D) apologized 


Good 
luck! 


English for Construction Personnel: Buildings 


Types and Parts of Buildings 


Since ancient times, people have built buildings. Although these buildings may 
have changed since over the course of time, they still serve the same general 
purposes. For example, buildings provide shelter, create privacy, and provide a 
place for storing goods, and for worship and working. It is therefore necessary that 
construction workers can identify the many types and parts of buildings. At the 
end of this section students should be able to classify and identify types and parts 
of buildings and name them in English. Students should be able to give buildings 
and their parts basic descriptions using technical terms. They should also be able 
to name shapes and colours. 


Getting Started: Essential Vocabulary 


Door Us#6) 
Window 1wi416113 
Roof vasar 
Foundation §14917N 
Ceiling twaru 
Floor #u 


Stairs Tula 


Warm up: Brainstorm some building types 


Building classification 


high rise (which are higher than seven storeys) 


medium rise (which are between four and seven storeys) 


low rise (which are between one and three storeys). 


Other classifications are based on the shape and size of the buildings: 


For example: detached, semi-detached, terraced 


Commercial, residential and industrial buildings 


Buildings may be used for commercial, residential or industrial purposes. 


Put the buildings under commercial, industrial or residential 


houses, flats, hospitals, schools, residential homes, hostels, bed-sits, bed and 
breakfasts, public halls, social clubs, mosques, churches, restaurants, café, 
pubs/clubs, factories, warehouses, colleges, hotels, offices 


Commercial............. Industrial............. Residential............ 


Parts of a building 


What parts of a building do you know? 


How many of these items can you see in the classroom? 


air-conditioning unit, power socket, window frame, door, door frame, architrave, 
skirting, power cable, door handle, floor tile, beam, false ceiling, conduit, fuse 
box, fluorescent lighting 


Now fill in the blanks below with the correct word. 


D = F G 


Historic house. 


What other parts of the building do you know? 


Shapes 


It is important that construction workers know the vocabulary for different shapes. 


What shapes do you know? 


Match the shapes 
to the words. 


1) ellipse...... 2) circle.....3) hexagon...... 4) trapezoid...... 5) pentagon 


6) square......... 7) triangle.......... 8) rectangle........... 9) OCIACOMs. cessceoxeus 


What shape is it? 


Construction workers should know how to describe a product. 
At the joiners shop: Practice the conversation with a partner 


A: Good afternoon. I would like you to make me an elliptical shaped window. 
B: Certainly sir. What size would you like? 

A: It needs to be 800mm high by 1200mm wide. 

B: Okay, anything else? 

A: Yes, I would also like you to make me a metre wide circular table. 

B: Okay, what material would you like? 


A: I would like a teak table. 


B: Okay, no problem. 


Choosing a colour 


What colours do you know? 


Brainstorm some colours 


What would you like? 


Q: What colour would you like? 


A: I would like red. 


Q: What colour would you like in the bedroom? 


A: I would like blue. 


Write your own sentences using the words below 


dining room, toilet, bathroom, bedroom, kitchen, lounge 


What colour is it? Ask your fellow students some questions 


1) What colour is the flooring? 


2) What shape is the door? 


3) What colour are the walls? 


4) What shape is the classroom? 


End of section assignment 


Describe the house or flat (apartment) that you live in. 


Good 
luck! 


English for Construction Personnel: Directions 


Directions and Prepositions 


Asking for directions on or off site is an important skill. It is easy to become 
confused even as a native speaker. It is therefore important that this skill is 
practiced in a realistic situation. It is also necessary to be able to explain 
where something should be placed or put. This is one of the most important 
skills in construction. At the end of this section students should be able to 
give directions and explain where things are situated or need placing. They 
should also be able to explain positions on a plan. 


Getting Started: Essential Vocabulary 


Turn left. / Turn right. Lage e / al 
On the left. / On the right. W10%18 / 19% 
Go straight on. ns0 Lut Ww 

Go past. / Walk past. tai unr lu 

It's near/close to ..... Nuagtnanu 


It's not far from here. LY lnaainndt 


Warm up: Quickly draw the following prepositions 


On top of Above Next to Behind Far Near 


Where is it? 


It is important to know where things are on site. 


Fill in the blank (some words will be used more than once) 


toilet 


House plan. 


front dining room next to bedroom left kitchen hall lounge right rear 


1) Where is the toilet? It is next to the..................... 
2) Where is the kitchen? It is in...................06 of the dining room. 


3) Where is the lounge? It is behind the........................ 


4) Where is the hall? It is between the ..................cccceeeseeeees and 
bedroom. 
5) Where is the bedroom? It is next to the.................cccceeeeeeeeees and in 


front Of the .:ccsiscessaseeccaess 


6) Where is the kitchen? It is on the......................00: 


building. 


7) Where is the bedroom? It is on the....................06. 


building. 


8) Where is the kitchen? It is at the......................06. 


building. 


9) Where is the lounge? It is at the......................0085 


10) Where is the toilet? It is at the.....................c000s 


DUTNOIING 2 catsa tes me etal oc ccs the dining room. 


Asking directions 


It is important to know simple directions in English. 


Use the map to ask your own directions 


Hardware Store 


Hospital 


Decorating Blacksmith 
Supplies _ | 


Map. 


Cee errr rere ere rer eeeeeeereee reese eeer eee seer eeeeeeeeeeeserereeeeererneoesereeerererneseoeoooe 


eoecccce ccc cce 


Ceo eee errr eeeeee eer eeeeeeer ese eee rereere ee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeererererereeeeerererereseeeeooo® 


eoecccce ec ccce 


Cee eer ereeeeererere er eeeeeeere ee reeeeeeeere rere eeeeeerereresererererereserereeererererereeeeooor 


eoecccece rc ccce 


Prepositions 


What prepositions do you know? 


Use in, at or on to fill in the gaps 


1) The office was built ............... Bangkok. 

2) The hammer was ............... the workbench. 
3) The plumber arrived ............... site early. 

4) I prefer working ............... a big city. 

9) The architect is sitting ............... his desk. 

6) You have to put the box ............... the comer. 
7) I put your trowel ............... top of the wall. 
8) The site toilet is ............... the ground floor. 


9) The joiner is working ............... his bench. 


10) The materials are ............... the site lock up box. 


Where do we put it? 


It is important to be able to understand where things go. 


Practice the conversation with a partner 


Electrician: Where do we put the air-conditioning unit? 
Foreman: You need to put it in the bedroom. 
Electrician: Okay. Where is the bedroom? 


Foreman: You have to go upstairs. It’s on the second floor, the staircase is 
over there. 


Electrician: Thanks. Where shall I put the air-conditioning unit in the 
bedroom? 


Foreman: You need to put it above the desk in the corner. 


Electrician: Okay, thanks if I have any other questions I will ask you. 


End of section assignment 


Draw a plan of a construction site and explain where things are. 


Good luck! 


English for Construction Personnel: Construction 


The Construction Industry 


The construction industry is very large and employs millions of people 
worldwide. Construction workers carry out a wide range of jobs such as 
engineering and technical staff to skilled tradespeople and operatives. It is 
therefore important that students and young people understand the sector so 
that they can make good career choices. In this chapter students have the 
opportunity to explore some facts and figures about the construction industry 
and to see how these can be presented in different ways. At the end of this 
section students should be able to identify the important issues facing the 
construction industry. 


Getting Started: Essential Vocabulary 


sustainable agi asia 
recycle Wan atHian 
environment ANIWLLIANAAN 


pollution NAW 


Warm up: What do you know about construction? 


1) What I know about the construction industry in Thailand. 


2) What I think about the construction industry in Thailand. 


Talking about the construction industry 


Students should know about the construction industry. 


Think of five or six questions you can ask, for example: 


1) What do you know about the construction industry in Thailand? 
2) Do you think it is different from other ASEAN countries? 

3) Did you work in construction before you came to Thailand? 

4) What did you do? 


5) What job do you want to do now? 


Reading 


Reading is an important skill. 


Read the text and answer the questions 


A recent boom in construction projects has caused a labour shortage in 
Cambodia. In addition, many skilled and experienced workers have gone to 
work in Thailand for higher wages. The lack of construction workers is 
especially a problem among those trained in more advanced skills such as 
carpentry. Construction companies sometimes have to wait many months 
while they find able workers. 


There is less money in Cambodia so workers go to Thailand for more money. 
The money paid in Cambodia is not enough for daily living expenses. In 
Thailand, construction workers earn a minimum of $10 a day but in 
Cambodia construction workers only earn an average of $5 a day. 


The shortage of construction workers will force construction companies to 
increase their wages in the future. Some companies already provide workers 
with better wages and on-site accommodation. It is estimated that there are at 
least 500,000 Cambodians working in Thailand. It is believed though that 
only 50 percent are legal migrants. The Cambodian Prime Minister has 
appealed several times for people not to go overseas for jobs. 


1) What problem is the Cambodian construction industry 
PACING irs: sossiesiese Udesecunaeccudad 


2) Where do the Cambodian Workers 20?..........ccsssscccsssssscecesesseeeeeeees 
3) Why do they go there?.................ssscccsssssseeeeees 


4) How much do construction workers earn in 
Cambodia es anseonelicenancetettaeces 


5) What can construction companies in Cambodia do to solve the 
PRO DIGI? cielo tec issddeiet cavebadeesatcec.cactndtns 


6) Approximately, how many Cambodian construction workers are there in 
Ta thane crnshatecercaciicaracadanevecadl ieaiee. 


Read the text and discuss 


In the UK only 12% of women work in the construction industry. Only 1% 
work in manual trades such as plumbing and carpentry. Most women in the 
UK do not want to work in the construction industry. Many women see 
construction work as dirty and dangerous. Approximately 14% of 
construction workers in Thailand are women. Many of these women are 
doing manual work. More women are needed in the construction industry to 
fill skills shortages. The UK has started campaigns to get more women into 
construction. Britain has to show women that construction is a good career. 


Discuss: What can be done to encourage more women into the construction 
industry? Write your ideas in the space below 


Read and brainstorm ideas 


Sustainable development is often defined as, 'development which meets the 
needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations 
to meet their own needs’. Buildings use large amounts and occupy a large 
amount of space. They also take up and use a lot of resources. For example, 
a building will use a lot of energy, water and materials during its 
construction. It also creates a lot of waste material. The goal of sustainable 
construction is to minimize a building's impact on the environment. We 
therefore must consider how a building is built, designed and used. We also 
need to consider how it will be demolished once its useful life has ended. 


In a small group brainstorm some ideas on ways to minimize a buildings 
impact on the environment. Tip: Think about materials, recycling and 
renewable energy. 


Read the text and fill in the table 


My name is John I usually love my job but today I hate it. I'm a bricklayer. 
Today the weather is too cold for laying bricks. I use sand and cement and 
water in my mortar. I use six parts sand to one part cement. When it is cold 
the mortar freezes. When it is too hot the mortar dries too quickly. The 
weather causes me lots of problems. 


Problems ic beses seccewesees ookeeekc Weather...........ccccccccccccccccccs 


End of section assignment 


Think about all the things that can cause problems in the construction 
industry i.e labour shortage, weather conditions etc. Write a short essay 


discussing some of the solutions to these problems. Use the internet to help 
you. 


Good luck! 


English for Construction Personnel: Resume 


Finding a Job 


The labour market constantly changes, job descriptions change and job 
search techniques change. The job interview though has generally remained 
the same. First impressions are seen to count and the first 30 seconds of the 
job interview are very important. In order to be successful in a job interview 
you must prepare, practice and impress the interviewer. This section will 
provide useful tips and language for a job interview. At the end of this 
section students should have the skills to write their own CV (resume) and 
attend a job interview in English. They should also be able to write a thank 
you letter to an interviewer. 


Getting Started: Basic Vocabulary 


hard working Vis UNuAN 


well organized Ina 


sociable HAUANIAN 


friendly tilutias 


efficient AIN195A 


F ! a c ew 1 
innovative VLUUUIHATIN tun 


methodical AVIYVANW AMY 


reliable 1109 La 


gy o 


trustworthy Haanel 


Warm up: Think of some questions using the vocabulary 


Name: #a 

Address: agi 

Telephone number: uN 12lbaw bsaWy 
Email: awa 


Birth date: JULHAULLAN 


Marital status: ANIUAIWNITAN TA 

Education: n1s@NwW1 

School: tsut3elus 

College: Jnenael 

University: NU1VINeNael 

Qualifications: AMANUAuaA IN ANAS 

Work experience: UszaunisainirsviqaL 

Personal qualities and skills: AUAIWLALViNUZAIUUAAA 


References: 21080 


Fill in the job application with your own details 


Employment Application 


woccccce 


Job interviews 


It’s really important to prepare for a job interview. You should be confident 
and make sure the interviewer knows you want the job. You need to make 
the interviewer think you are the best person for the job. You should arrive 
early for an interview and wear smart clothes. You should smile and be 
polite. You should talk about your experiences and skills. You should have 
some good questions to ask at the end of the interview. 


Write some good interview questions and then ask them to your 
classmates 


Example: What are your skills? 


Ce 
Coe ome e reer rere rererererererererererereeerereeereseeereseeesereeerereeereseoos 
CoCo meee eee rere eer eres erereeernereeerereeeDeDeeere ree ED EDO EERE DOE ED ES OEE EOE OOD 
Coe ome eo eee rere eererererererererneeerereeerereeerereeereseeereseeereseeeresreoos 


Cece rere erere rer eecer rere eereeereeeee eres eereesereeeere rere eeeeeererereererererereeeees® 


At the interview 


It is useful to know some job interview questions. 


Ask the following questions to a partner 


1) Tell me about yourself. 

2) What are your strengths? Skills? 

3) What is your major weakness? 

4) What are your career goals? 

5) What things are most important to you? 

6) Do you prefer to work alone or as part of a team? Why? 
7) What are your hobbies and past times? 

8) What are your qualifications? 

9) What do you know about are company? 


10) What salary do you expect? 


Rearrange the mixed up sentences 


1) other people with working you do like 
2) making things enjoy you do 

3) enjoy you do hands working with your 
4) problems enjoy you do solving 

5) meeting new people you like do 


6) travel to like you do 


7) member team good a you are 

8) qualifications have any do you 

9) working hard are you 

10) enjoy learning things new do you 
11) enthusiastic you are 


12) learn do you quickly 


CoC eo ee oe oo ee oe eo ee Heo Hee HEHEHE H EE HEHEHE DEE ERED OEE DESEO ERE SO EE DED OOOS 
Coe eo ee ree eee reer erreeeeerereeereseeereseeerereeereseeereseeereseeereseoos 
Coe ome eo eer eer err eerereeerereeereseeerereeerereeernereeerereeernereeereseeoes 
Coe emer ree rerrerreereeereereereerereeeeeeeeereseeereseeerereeereseeereseoes 
Coe eo ee oe ee err ee reer eeeeereeeeereseeereS eee Deo EEE ESE OED EOE ED E SOOO DEO DOOD 
Coe emer oer rer eee reerereeerereeereseeenereeerereeerneseeerneseeereseeereseoes 
CoCo mee oo eee eo eee eo Hee Hee HEE HEED ESO EE HED OEE DESO EE HES HEED ESO EE HED OEE HED OOS 
CoCo mee oe eo ee oe eo e eo ee Hee Heo HEHEHE EH ESO EE RESO EDE DOE ED ESO OED EDO O EDO DO OOS 
Coe eo Ceo ee eee ree eee Eee eee Eee eee DESH EE HES HEE DESH EE HED OEE DESO OED EDO E ERED OOS 
Coe ome eo ee eee ree reereeeeereeeeerereeereseeereeeeeo ESE eee oO EE DESO OEE ESO OOD 
Coe eo ee oe ome eo ee Hee Hee Hee HES OEE HEHEHE O EE DESO EERE SESE DESEO DESO SED EDO OOS 
Coe eo ooo ee eee oe eo eo Hee Hee HES HEE HES OEE HED OEE DESO EE HEHEHE HES E EE DED OEE DESO OOS 


Cece errr eeeeerre ere eeeeeeeer eee eerereeeerererereeeeeeeeeeereeeeeereeoeererereoce 


Cece rere eeeere reese reeeer eee ererereeeereeeereeeeseseereseeresresrerereeeoeereeeeoce 


Writing a thank you letter 


After an interview, it is a good idea to send a thank-you letter or note to the 
interviewer. The thank you letter should be, written the same day as your 
interview. You should also send a thank you letter to your friends and 
fellow students who helped you get an interview. Below is a basic sample 
letter that you can use as a guide. 


Date: 

Your Name 

Address 

City, State Zip Code 

Interviewer’s Name, Job Title 

Name of Department/Company 

Company Address 

City, State/County, Zip Code/Post Code 

Salutations: (Dear ): 

Thank you for the interview and the time you spent discussing the 
plumber’s position with me. I enjoyed learning about your company. This 


position sounds very interesting since it will allow me to use my plumbing 
skills. I look forward to hearing from you regarding your decision. 


Sincerely, 


Your name 


Now write a thank you letter 


Coe em ee oe eo eer ee ereerereeernereeereseeeDeseeerereeereo eee Deo eee Deo eee oe oO OOe 
Coe eo ee oe eee eo ee Hee eee Hee HES Hee HES OEE HEH EE HES H EE HED OEE HES OEE HED OEE DED OOS 
Coe ome ere ere r reer eerereeerereeereseeeEeseeereseeeDeseeereseeerereeereseoos 
Ce 
CoCo mee oe eee eo ee Hee Hee HEHE HEE HEHEHE H OE HEHE ERED O OE HED OEE DESO OED EOE OCS 
Coe eo ee reer eer eer eerereeerereeernereeeneseeerneseeEeDes eee eS eee oe Soe ED Ee oO OCS 
Coe ome ere ee errr ererrereeerereeereseeernereeereseeereseeereseeeeeseeeresreoes 
CoCo oe e oe eo ee oe eo e eee eH e eH Eo HEE HEH EE HES H EE HEHE ERED HEED ESHER EDO EE DED OOD 
Coe eo ee oe oo eee ee Hee Heo Hee HEH EE HES HEE HES HEE DESDE SERED OE ERED OEE DESO OED EDO OOS 
CoCo mee oe eo ee ooo oe eH ee HEHEHE EH EDO SEH ESO OE HEHE EH ESO OE HED OEE DESO EEE O OOS 
Coe eo ee oe eee rr ee rerrereeernereeerereeeDneseeeDeo eee ESE EE D ESOL ED ESD OSE DE DO OOS 


Cece rere ee errr eresreeeeeeer ee eeeresrereereeereseeeeeeeeerererereeeeeeereeeeeces 


Apprenticeships 


Many construction workers have done an apprenticeship. 


What is an apprenticeship? 


CoCo ooo oe oe oe oe ee Heo eee HEHE EE DED ESE HEHE EE HEHE SED EH EEE DEH E SE DEDEDE DEERE DESERET ESE DED ESOS 
CoCo meer eee eer eee oe oe ee DEH EEE DEH EEE DE HES ERE DES ED EHO EERE DEED EHO SE DED ESE DED E SERED ESE DED EEE OS 
CoCo meer eee rere rere rere rerereDeDneeEereresEereDeeEeDe Dee ED ED ESE DED ESE DED ESE DEH E SED ED ESE DED ESE OS 
CoCo mee oe oe oe oe ee oe oe ee DEDEDE HEED EH EEE DEH ESE HEHE SED EHO SED EDO SE DE DES ERED E SED ED ESE DED ESO OE 


Ce eee ere reer ereeeeeeeeere eee eeeeeeee ee ee seeeeeeeeeee ee eeereeererererereeeeeeererereeeeeeoroeos 


Read the text and answer the questions. 


Each apprentice would be expected to perform workshop duties, these 
would include checking and maintaining tools and equipment and cleaning 
the workshop. The apprentice would also be expected to make tea and 
coffee for the skilled tradesmen. As an apprentice you would work eight 
hours a day with two thirty minute breaks. The working day would start at 
seven o’clock and finish at four o’clock. College would be attended in the 
evenings. 


1) What are the apprentice’s Cuties?................ccccccsssssssessecceessseseeeees 


2) How many hours a day would the apprentice work? 


Peer recrcccccccccrcccccccccceoreeoeeeeceeecnes 


3) How many breaks in a day would the apprentice 
AY Co a hesduunscacrusieit voted abacegiiete sus 


4) When would the apprentice attend 
COMES 2 ioesiie sence vegetal rede ice Marsa datnaeeacesas 


Tell me about your job 

Do you like your job? 

What jobs do you know? 

Do you think that a plumber has an interesting job? 

What would you like to do? 

Why? 

Example: I'd like to be an architect because it's an interesting job. 
IG MK TOvDe ay dM nae auh aes ioe tees b ce catgt mana eateenets 


| Wc BG Fe <35 (a Be (a Seer eR Pea aE Tite ren Ree SOT ee 1p eet arer rE 


Write your own sentences 


Corer errr reeeerer reer errr eeeereereeeesreeeere eee ereresrereeeeererererererererereresreces 


Cece reer reer ere rere eee reer e eer eeeeeeer eres eeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeererereeeeecoos 
Cee errr rere erere eee ereeeer essere eereeeereeeeeesesereseeeeeesereresreeeerereresecoos 


Cee eer ere reer ersr ere rereeeer ee eesereeeeree eres ereeeeeeeeererereeeeeoeerereresreces 


End of section assignment 


Do you know of any construction sites near where you live? 


Find out about at least one building project that you know. It could be a 
small project or a very large one. 


What trades can you see? What are they building? What is the name of the 
company? Would you like to work for this company? Why? Write a short 
essay in English about what you found out. 


Note: Do not enter the construction site without permission or safety 
clothing. 


Good luck! 


English for Construction Personnel: Quiz 


Construction Vocabulary Quiz 


Somewhere people live that has a roof and walls. They can be made from 
many different materials. They are different sizes. They have doors and 
windows. It begins with the letter b. 


It is a physical phenomena arising from the behaviour of electrons and 
protons. A form of energy used to give light and power. We use it everyday 
and you may find it in this room. It powers your television. It can be 
dangerous. It begins with the letter e. 


A device consisting of fixed and moving parts that modifies mechanical 
energy and transmits it in a more useful form. It helps us with our work. We 
use them to make things. It begins with the letter m. 


A device, used to perform or facilitate manual or mechanical work. A thing 
that we can use for cutting. Builders use them in the workshop. We use 
them to make things. Examples include saws and files. It begins with the 
letter t. 


A straight edged strip, as of wood or metal, for drawing straight lines and 
measuring lengths. They come in different sizes. Builders use them 
regularly. They have mm and cm written on them. It begins with the letter r. 


Made of hard, strong, conglomerate construction material. A construction 
material made of a mixture of cement, sand, stone, (ballast) and water that 
hardens to a stone like mass. We use it to build houses. It's very hard. It 
begins with the letter c. 


A structure spanning and providing passage over a gap or barrier, such as a 
river or roadway. They can be made from wood, steel, stone or brick. You 
can find them in Bangkok. They go over the river. It begins with b. 


The dimension, quantity, or capacity of something. It is very important in 
civil engineering. We can find this by using a tape measure or a ruler. It 
begins with m. 


English for Construction Personnel: Basic English 


Getting Started 


Yes. (% 

No. Lait 

O.K./All right. anas 

Do you speak English? amNanNIurasngit le lun 
I can't speak English. wanrwrasngit lala 

I don't understand. Laittiata 

I understand. uit 

Do you understand? L471 ta bun 

I don’t know. INvs1u 

Please speak more slowly. Wa%19 viaAE! 

Please repeat it. WAaANN 

How do you say this in English? Wariuarar aungweadad ls 
What is this? fae't¢ 


Excuse me. Ua Lvs 


I'm sorry. ua uit 


English for Construction Personnel: Basic Grammar 


Basic Grammar Rules 


These grammar rules are intended as a basic resource for construction 
students. Try to focus on practical grammatical constructions and avoid 
translating Thai phrases directly into English. 


Verb 


A word like (to) work, (to) build, (to) begin. A verb describes an action or 
state. 


Auxiliary Verb 


A verb that is used with a main verb. Be, do and have are auxiliary verbs. 
Can, may, must etc are modal auxiliary verbs. 


Modal Verb 


An auxiliary verb like can, may, must etc that modifies the main verb and 
expresses possibility, probability etc. It is also called "modal auxiliary 
verb". 


Noun 


A word like house, architect, brick, Thailand etc. A noun is the name of an 
object, concept, person or place. A "concrete noun" is something you can 
see or touch like a person or truck. An "abstract noun" is something that 


you cannot see or touch like a decision or happiness. A "countable noun" is 
something that you can count (for example: brick, hammer, screw). An 
"uncountable noun" is something that you cannot count (for example: water, 
cement, sand). 


Pronoun 


A word like I, me, you, he, him, it etc. A pronoun replaces a noun. 


Adjective 


A word like big, small, Thai etc. An adjective describes a noun or pronoun. 


Adverb 


A word like slowly, quickly, well, often etc. An adverb modifies a verb. 


Basic sentence structure 


Sentence: A group of words that express a thought. In simple terms, a 
sentence must contain a verb and (usually) a subject. A sentence starts with 
a capital letter and ends with a full stop (.), question mark (?) or 
exclamation mark (!). 


There are five basic patterns around which most English sentences are built. 
They are as follows: 


S-V 


Subject- Verb 


John works. 
Jill is painting. 


Jack will finish next week. 


S-V-O 
Subject-Verb-Object 
I like work. 

She loves her job. 


He's building a wall. 


S-V-Adj 
Subject-Verb-Adjective 
He is slow. 

The workers are happy. 
Jack seems angry. 


The door is blue. 


S-V-Adv 
Subject-Verb-Adverb 


Jack is here. 


Buildings are everywhere. 


No one was there. 


S-V-N 
Subject-Verb-Noun 
She is my boss. 

The men are plumbers 


Mr. Jones is the civil engineer. 


Where to put adjectives 


Adjectives describe nouns. Often, writers use only one adjective to describe 
a noun either by placing the adjective in front of the noun or by using a 
Stative verb and placing the adjective at the end of the sentence. For 
example: 

He's an excellent architect. 


He seems very angry. 


Where to put adverbs 


Adverbs can move around in a sentence. Adverbs of manner are particularly 
flexible in this regard. 


Angrily the client spoke to the architect. 


The client angrily spoke to the architect. 


The client spoke to his architect angrily. 


The following adverbs of frequency appear in various points in these 
sentences: 


Before the main verb: I never get start work before eight o'clock. 


Between the auxiliary verb and the main verb: I have rarely spoken to the 
architect without a good reason. 


Before the verb used to: I always used to work late. 


Indefinite adverbs of time can appear either before the verb or between the 
auxiliary and the main verb: 


He finally showed up for work. 


He has recently retired. 


Where to put main verbs 
Main Verbs in Verb Phrases 


"A verb phrase is the helping verb (auxiliary verb) plus the main verb. The 
final word in a verb phrase, the main verb, carries the primary meaning of 
the verb phrase. Sometimes more than one helping verb accompanies the 
main verb. HV appears [after] each helping verb, and MV appears [after] 
each main verb. 


He is [HV] walking [MV] to work. 
They will [HV] arrive [MV] in time for work. 
He has [HV] always been [HV] considered [MV] a good architect. 


Notice that sometimes words not part of the verb phrase come between the 
helping verb and the main verb. 


Basic rules on articles 

"a/an" usually indicates an item in general or a typical item. 
Example: A man is building a wall. 

"the" usually indicates one or more items that are specific or unique. 
Example: The broken window was repaired by the French carpenter. 


"a/an" is used for the first mention of an item, followed by "the" for the 
second mention of the item. 


Example: They bought a hammer from the builders merchants. The hammer 
was very expensive. 


"the" can be used with a first mention of an item only if the item is familiar 
to both the speaker and the listener. 


Example: "Hey Jim, where did you park the van?" 
"the" is used with nouns preceded by numbers or superlatives. 


Example: The four plumbers earned lots of money. Really? What is the 
most money that they have earned? 


Wot 


a" or "an" ? 


Use "a" before words that begin with a consonant (or "u" when it is 
pronounced like "you"); use "an" before words beginning with a vowel 
(a,e,i,0,u or with a "silent h"). 


Examples: " An architect was needed." "A carpenter fixed the lock." "It was 
an honorable thing to do." "He teaches at a university." 


Punctuation rules 


Apostrophes (‘) next to the letter ('s) indicate possession or belonging. No 
space is needed before or after the apostrophe. 


For example:- 
This is John's trowel. 


They are also used to show missing letters in shortened words, especially in 
informal writing. No space is needed before or after the apostrophe. 


For example:- 
It's a nice colour, isn't it? I've got an idea. Let's go home. 


Exclamation marks (!) act as a full stop. An exclamation mark is most often 
used to show horror, shock, surprise or pleasure. As with full stops you do 
not put a space before an exclamation mark. Stick to the rule of one 
exclamation mark per sentence. 


For example:- 
Brilliant! etc... 
It was terrible! 


Commas (,) point out brief pauses in a complex sentence or separate items 
in long lists. They are useful for breaking up long sentences. You do not put 
a space before a comma, but you do need a space after one. 


For example:- 


There were a lot of people on the site, plumbers, carpenters and bricklayers. 
The painters were painting, the plasterers were plastering and the roofers 
were tiling the roof. 


Note - We don't usually put a comma before the word ‘and’. 


Colons (:) precede a list, an explanation or an example. You do not put a 
space before a colon, but you do need a space after one. 


For example:- 


"There are two main builders merchants in Bangkok: Sala Deng Builders 
Merchants and Sathorn Builders Merchants." 


Full stops (periods in the USA) (.) go at the end of sentences that are 
statements. You do not put a space before a full stop, but you do need at 
least one space after one. 


For example:- 
My name is Fred. I am a scaffolder. 


Hyphens (-) are used to connect words or syllables, or to divide words into 
parts. You don't use a space on either side of a hyphen. 


For example:- 
There were twenty-nine bags of cement. 


Question marks (?) go at the end of sentences that are questions. As with 
full stops you do not put a space before a question mark, but you do need at 
least one space after one. 


For example:- 

Can I help you? 

You need a question mark at the end of tag questions too. 
For example:- 

It's a building, isn't it? 


Semicolons (;) are used to separate two sentences that would otherwise be 
joined with a word such as ‘and’, 'since', ‘because’, 'unless' or 'while'. You do 
not put a space before a semicolon, but you do need a space after one. 


For example:- 


"I'm looking forward to our next meeting; I'm sure it will be useful." 
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Quotation marks (“”) (single or double) are used to show words that are 
directly spoken (direct speech). Only the words actually being quoted are 
enclosed by speech marks. You need a space before the opening speech 
mark, but no space after it, and a space after the closing one, but no space 
before it. 


For example:- 
"The wall is nearly finished" said the bricklayer. 


Another general rule is to use a comma after the introduction to quoted 
speech or writing. 


For example:- 
John said, "Be careful." 


Sometimes when writing a spoken sentence it is split in two. The speech 
marks must then be placed at the beginning and end of each part of the 
sentence. Commas are used to separate the spoken part from the rest of the 
sentence. 


For example:- 
"T wonder," he said, "whether the job will be finished on time." 


However if you need a question mark or exclamation mark the markers that 
punctuate the quoted words are enclosed by the speech marks. 


Using Capital Letters 


Use a capital letter when you are writing the names of people, places, and 
words relating to them: 


Thai, Thailand 


Buddha, Buddhism 
Mr Jones 
Use a capital letter at the beginning of a sentence: 


The football stadium is nearly finished. It will be a great boost to the area 
and we are very excited about it. 


In the titles of books, films, organizations, etc. 


Use a capital letter in the titles of books and other publications, films, 
organizations, special days, etc. In such cases, you need a capital letter for 
all the main words but not for the connecting words such as a, an, the, or, 
and, etc.: 


Batman 

Songkran 

the Houses of Parliament 
In abbreviations 


If you’re using the first letter of the abbreviated words, every letter should 
be a capital, e.g.: 


ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) 


USA (United States of America) 


Basic Verb Tense Use Rules 


These explanation resources provide the rules for each tense, as well as 
examples of proper tense use. 


Present Simple 


Every day - When do you get up for work? / Ted usually works eight hours 
a day. 


Present Continuous 


Now - He's painting the wall at the moment. / I'm not working, I'm eating 
my lunch. 


Past Simple 


Yesterday - They went early last Tuesday. / Where did you see Tim? 


Past Continuous 


Yesterday, at X o'clock - They were working at 5 o'clock yesterday. / What 
were you doing when he came to the site? 


Present Perfect 


Since / For - I've worked here a long time. / Have you ever used that drill? 


Past Simple vs. Present Perfect 


I've worked here for many years. vs. I worked there before I moved to 
Bangkok. 


Present Perfect Continuous 


Since / For + Time - We've been working since 6 this morning. / What has 
he been doing recently? 


Past Perfect 


Already - They had already finished when he arrived. / Had you finished 
the wall by the time he asked for it? 


Future with Will 


Tomorrow, Next week - We'll (We will) meet next week. / Will you be able 
to come on Tuesday? 


Future with Going to 


Tomorrow, Next year, semester, etc. - They're going to finish next week. / 
Where are you going to work? 


Future Perfect 


By, By the time - I'll have finished by the time he arrives. / Will you have 
done the work by seven? 


Future Continuous 


At X o'clock, This time next year, month, week / What will you be doing 
this time next week? - She'll be working tomorrow at 7 o'clock. 
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